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Abstract 

 This paper analyzes the neighborhood of Virginia-Highland, located just outside 

of Downtown Atlanta, Georgia. Information on the community was gathered through 

three interviews with area residents, three interviews with local stakeholders, attendance 

at two Virginia-Highland Civic Association (VHCA) meetings, the VHCA website, and 

United States census data. Issues that arose in the interviews included crime, 

volunteerism, and diversity. A major strength of the community is the mutually beneficial 

relationship between residents and small business owners. Weaknesses of the community 

include a lack of racial and socioeconomic diversity and a decrease in civic involvement 

over time. In order to make improvements to the neighborhood, the VHCA should focus 

its efforts on recruiting younger members of the community to its cause.  

Introduction 

 The neighborhood of Virginia-Highland is located to the northeast of Downtown 

Atlanta, Georgia in Fulton County. The neighborhood is located in zip code 30306 and 

includes census block groups 1-2, 2-4, 2-5, 14-1, 14-2, 15-2, 15-3, and 15-4 (vahi.org) 

(see Figure A for map). Its boundaries include Amsterdam Avenue and the 

Morningside/Lenox park neighborhood to the north, Ponce de Leon Avenue and the 

Poncey-Highland neighborhood to the south, Briarcliff Road, Druid Hills (unincorporated 

DeKalb County), Druid Hills (City of Atlanta), and the Atkins Park neighborhood to the 

east, and the BeltLine and Piedmont Park/Midtown to the west (vahi.org) (see Figure B 

for map). Virginia-Highland was listed as having 8,200 residents in the 2010 US Census 

(US Census Bureau, 2010) and is part of Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU) F 
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(vahi.org). The neighborhood is served by various MARTA bus routes that connect it to 

MARTA rail lines and is nearby I-75/85 and I-20.  

Methods 

 The methods used in this community analysis include windshield and walking 

tours, interviews with neighborhood residents and stakeholders, attendance at two 

Virginia-Highland Civic Association (VHCA) meetings, and information gathered from a 

book and the Internet (see Figure C for interview details). Interviews of residents and 

stakeholders were conducted using questions from Ohmer and DeMasi (2009) as well as 

an interview template provided by the course instructor. 

 I attended a Virginia-Highland Civic Association board meeting on September 10, 

2012 at the Ponce de Leon Branch of the Atlanta-Fulton Public Library. This meeting 

was very informative and provided insight into the zoning and variance work done by the 

Civic Association, as well as an ongoing graffiti cleanup project. I also attended the 

Virginia-Highland Civic Association 40th Anniversary Celebration and Meeting on 

September 13, 2012, which was both entertaining and illuminating. The celebration 

included a performance by the Springdale Park (SPARK) Elementary School choir, a 

remembrance of Atkins Park Tavern owner and influential community member Warren 

Bruno, recognition of former and existing VHCA Board members, discussion and voting 

on amendments to the VHCA by-laws, and a historical video about Virginia-Highland.  

 A weakness of the interviews with neighborhood residents is that all of the 

interviews were conducted with residents over the age of 40, and therefore the issues 

discussed in the interviews may not reflect the interests of younger members of the 

community. Another weakness of the interviews is that they were all conducted with 
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homeowners, which resulted in the exclusion of the opinions and concerns of individuals 

who rent property in the neighborhood.  

History of Community 

 For nearly a century after the Creek Indians roamed the territory that contains 

Virginia-Highland, the land was used for farming. In 1821, Native Americans ceded the 

land and a lottery was held to distribute it to “free White males over 18” (Hobson-Pape & 

Carlisle, 2011) who were Georgia residents for at least three years. The winners of the 

lottery claimed their grants by paying 19 dollars. In 1823, Richard Copeland Todd and 

his wife Martha built a homestead near what is now Greenwood Avenue and Ponce de 

Leon Place. Hezekiah and Sarah Cheshire built their home farther north on present day 

North Highland Avenue and planted fields of wheat, cotton, and vegetables. As the 

community grew, schools and churches were built. The turmoil of the Civil War 

devastated the community, and families were forced to rebuild all that they had lost 

(Hobson-Pape & Carlisle, 2011).   

The Gentleman’s Driving Club, built in 1887 in what is now Piedmont Park, 

attracted a great deal of attention to the area. The site was used for the Cotton States and 

International Exposition, the largest of three trade shows held to showcase the South’s 

recovery from the Civil War and to promote trade (Hobson-Pape & Carlisle, 2011). In 

1889, the agrarian landscape of the area dramatically changed with the construction of the 

“Nine-Mile Circle” by the Fulton County Street Railroad Company. The intersections of 

present-day North Highland and Virginia Avenues and Virginia Avenue and Monroe 

Drive were included in the Circle. G.B. Adair, a successful merchant and key player in 

the rebuilding of Atlanta after the Civil War, built a grand residence on the corner of 
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Highland Avenue and Virginia Avenue and hosted parties for the well to do of the city 

(Hobson-Pape & Carlisle, 2011).  

The agrarian environment continued to fade throughout the late 1800s and early 

1900s as the area’s first suburban development, Highland Park, was built on farmlands 

along Ponce de Leon Avenue in 1893. In 1911 the Atlanta Development Company 

created the exclusive Highland View subdivision, with lots costing $1,400 to $1,700. A 

great deal of industry was brought into the area when the Ford Motor Company built an 

assembly plant on what is now Ponce de Leon Avenue in 1914. By 1926, Sears, Roebuck 

and Co. was also established in the area with its southeastern regional headquarters 

located on the site of the former Ponce de Leon Springs. This prompted the building of 

both more single-family homes and multi-family units, and Atlanta’s first condominiums 

were built on Virginia Avenue in 1921. The growing community attracted many 

immigrants from Greece, Italy, and the Middle East, who established many local 

businesses such as the Majestic Diner in 1936 (Hobson-Pape & Carlisle, 2011).  

The mid 20th century marked a decline in the community’s growth, as many 

families were attracted by the lure of the suburbs and wanted to escape the impact of 

school integration, which began in 1961 at Grady High School. This outward migration 

prompted city planners to build highways in order to move suburban commuters into 

Downtown Atlanta. In 1964 the Federal Highway Administration approved the 

construction of I-485, which would pass through many neighborhoods, including 

modern-day Virginia-Highland. In 1965, residents of the Morningside neighborhood 

banded together and formed the Morningside-Lenox Park Association (MLPA) to fight 

the highway and filed a suit in Fulton County Superior Court in 1966. The suit was 
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denied, and families once again began to leave the area as houses were torn down. In a 

desperate attempt to prevent the construction of the highway, Joseph Drolet banded 

together with a small group of determined residents and created the Virginia-Highland 

Civic Association (VHCA) in 1971. This was the first time that the name “Virginia-

Highland” was used to describe the neighborhood, and the name stuck. After 10 years of 

fighting, the Georgia Highway Department finally dropped I-485 from its funding 

requests from the federal government, and the highway was defeated (Hobson-Pape & 

Carlisle, 2011).  

After the defeat of I-485, many young activists involved in the anti-war and 

counter-culture movements moved in to take the place of older middle class families who 

had fled during the turmoil, and various subdivisions of the newly named Virginia-

Highland were consolidated. These activists were followed by young professionals and 

new families who moved back into the city and renovated a number of run-down houses. 

This influx of residents throughout the early 1970s created a flourishing environment for 

small businesses and ushered in a commercial rebirth. Established businesses such as 

George’s Deli thrived, and new businesses such as The Dessert Place were started. In 

1983, Warren Bruno purchased the historic Atkins Park Restaurant and Bar (originally 

opened in 1922) and in 1984 he started Summerfest as a block party with live music and 

local business sponsorship. The VHCA assumed leadership of the festival in 1990, and it 

has been an integral part of the culture of Virginia-Highland ever since (Hobson-Pape & 

Carlisle, 2011).  

John Howell Park was built in 1989 on the vacant lots that remained after the I-

485 battle, and Virginia-Highland residents continued to resist large-scale development 
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throughout the 1990s. In 2008, the Virginia-Highland Neighborhood Commercial District 

zoning ordinance was passed, which struck a balance between the needs of restaurant and 

boutique owners and the residents’ concerns about density and parking (Hobson-Pape & 

Carlisle, 2011).  Still to this day, thousands are attracted to Virginia-Highland for its rich 

history and its balance between a vibrant commercial district and peaceful residential 

neighborhood. 

Current Conditions 

 According to the 2010 US Census, the total population of the eight census block 

groups that make up Virginia-Highland is 8,200 (US Census Bureau, 2010). It was 

estimated that 47.1% of the population is female (US Census Bureau, 2010). It was also 

estimated that 28.3% of the population is 25-34 years old, and another 20.6% is 35-44 

years old, making up the two largest age groups in the neighborhood (US Census Bureau, 

2010). In terms of race, 86.2% of the population is White (see Figure D), 6.8% is 

African-American, and another 2.7% is Asian (US Census Bureau, 2010). Out of a total 

of 5,023 housing units, 2,174 are occupied by homeowners. A total of 29.4% of 

households in the neighborhood are occupied by married couples or families with 

children (US Census Bureau, 2010). According to the 2006-2010 American Community 

Survey, census block groups 2-4 and 2-5 have an average household income of $136,397 

and $155,081, respectively, while census block group 15-4 has an average household 

income of only $23,547. The average household income for all of the census block 

groups in the neighborhood is $70,229 (ACS 2006-2010).  Neighborhood children attend 

Springdale Park (SPARK) Elementary School, Inman Middle School, or Henry W. Grady 

High School. 
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 There are a number of bars, restaurants, and specialty stores located centrally in 

Virginia-Highland, which is a great attraction for residents and visitors alike. Bars and 

restaurants include Moe’s & Joe’s, George’s Bar & Restaurant, Atkins Park Tavern, 

Noche, Murphy’s, Highland Tap, and Fontaine’s Oyster House. Specialty stores include 

Cacao, Paper Source, Intown Ace Hardware, Highland Woodworking, and Half Moon 

Outfitters. The commercial district of Virginia-Highland is flourishing, with a steady 

stream of patrons during the weekdays and a massive influx of customers on nights and 

weekends.  

 Another main attraction to Virginia-Highland is its abundance of trees and parks. 

New Highland Park, Orme Park, and John Howell Memorial Park are the three parks 

located inside the neighborhood, and Piedmont Park and the Beltline are just a short walk 

away. In addition, Trees Atlanta has defined a neighborhood arboretum in Virginia-

Highland, consisting of four loops touring different sections of the neighborhood. Many 

of the trees along the loops have granite markers at their base so that visitors can learn 

about the variety of trees in the area (vahi.org).  

 The Virginia-Highland Civic Association (VHCA) is the major organizational 

institution in the neighborhood. It’s charter states that its purpose is “the promotion and 

the furtherance of the common good, general welfare, and interest of residents of 

Virginia-Highland. Originally founded in 1971 by Joseph Drolet to defeat the 

construction of I-485, the VHCA coordinates with residents on planning and zoning, 

safety, parks, communications, preservation and history, and community events such as 

Summerfest, a festival of music, art, and food, and Tour of Homes, a two-day tour of 

neighborhood homes and local food tasting (vahi.org).  
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The VHCA is made up of 11 elected board members and includes the following 

committees: budget, communications, education, fundraising, parks, planning, and safety 

(Jack White, personal communication, October 18, 2012). The Civic Association 

organizes recycling and disposal events and a graffiti removal task force, and holds 

monthly board meetings open to the general public where residents can discuss relevant 

issues such as zoning and variances, schools, and safety. Current VHCA President Jack 

White reports that there are generally about 20 attendees at the monthly board meetings, 

not counting board members, and that the Association is always looking for more 

participation, especially from younger members of the community. The VHCA has a 

“collegial relationship” with local businesses and works with them to “promote the 

neighborhood as a progressive, fun, desirable place to live and recreate” (Jack White, 

personal communication, October 18, 2012). The organization also works closely with 

neighborhood planning unit F (NPU-F) on both commercial and residential planning. 

Zoning variance applications come through the NPU and are sent to the VHCA. The 

VHCA planning committee then aids in the distribution of information to those residents 

who may be affected by the changes and makes a recommendation to the Board about 

whether or not to approve the variance. The Board’s decision then goes back to the NPU, 

which makes its final decision. 

The VHCA makes great use of social media in order to keep residents informed 

and involved. By signing up for the organization’s email service, residents gain access to 

regular e-newsletters and information about public schools, historic preservation, parks 

and tree planting, anti-graffiti measures, and safety updates from neighborhood watch 

street captains. There is also a Virginia-Highland Civic Association Facebook page. The 
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VHCA has a rich history of neighborhood unity and community involvement, and the 

organization continues this tradition through its many functions and activities that bring 

people together on a regular basis.  

Identifying Issues & Self-Interest 

Interviews with neighborhood residents offered an insightful look at their 

opinions and concerns, many of which overlapped with one another. Mary A., Lauren S., 

and Anne L. all agreed that a short commute to work was a definite advantage of living in 

Virginia-Highland (Mary A., personal communication, October 6, 2012; Lauren S., 

personal communication, October 6, 2012; Anne L., personal communication, October 6, 

2012). Lauren S. and Anne L. also agreed that being able to walk to the commercial 

district of the neighborhood was a strength of Virginia-Highland (Lauren S., personal 

communication, October 6, 2012; Anne L., personal communication, October 6, 2012). 

All three of the residents interviewed utilized the VHCA’s social media platforms on a 

regular basis, and both Mary A. and Lauren S. noted that the renovation of Piedmont Park 

was a positive change that had occurred during the time they have been living in the 

neighborhood. When asked about who holds power in Virginia-Highland, Anne L. 

pointed out that small business owners like Warren Bruno, deceased owner of Atkins 

Park Tavern, have a great deal of influence in the neighborhood. Mary A. listed the 

VHCA as an organization that holds power. 

In terms of weaknesses of the neighborhood, Mary A. was concerned that there 

was not a great deal of socioeconomic diversity in the area, while Lauren S. and Anne L. 

stated that crime and homelessness in the retail areas was their greatest concern. Anne L. 

noted that “It’s an inner city neighborhood, same as any, so crime is to be expected” 
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(Anne L., personal communication, October 6, 2012). Lauren S. and Anne L. were also 

concerned about the recent influx of “megamansions” into the neighborhood. Anne L. 

noted that she preferred a “happy medium” in the neighborhood between an area for large 

new houses and a historical preservation area (Anne L., personal communication, 

October 6, 2012).  

Interviews with neighborhood stakeholders also yielded a wealth of information. 

George Warner, manager of George’s Bar & Restaurant, which was opened in 1961 by 

George’s grandfather, explained that the restaurant is “an institution in the neighborhood” 

and that “people come up to me and say they knew my grandfather” regularly (George 

Warner, personal communication, October 8, 2012). Mr. Warner told me that Summerfest 

is his busiest weekend of the year. He also noted that business owners are the individuals 

who hold power in Virginia-Highland, largely because they own areas for parking, which 

can be hard to come by at times. It is an issue that George W. says he hears about often 

from customers.  

Micah Eifrid, owner of Intown Ace Hardware, told me that his father and brother 

opened the store 33 years ago, and that on the weekends 99% of his customers are 

neighborhood residents. He listed communication through social media as one of the 

community’s strengths, noted that the community’s “roots are strong and entrenched” 

(Micah Eifrid, personal communication, November 14, 2012), and called attention to the 

alliance between businesses and the community. Mr. Eifrid said that he gets involved in 

the graffiti removal task force by offering a 50% discount on materials used to remove 

the graffiti. Like two of the residents interviewed, he pointed out that crime and 

homelessness are problems in the community. Interestingly, Mr. Eifrid stated that 
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Summerfest is an exceptionally slow time for his business. When asked about power in 

the community, Mr. Eifrid told me that the VHCA and its President, Jack White, have a 

strong influence in Virginia-Highland.  

My interview with VHCA President Jack White was an especially informative 

one. Mr. White has been working with the VHCA on and off for 20 years, and has served 

multiple terms on the Board. He is most interested in the planning aspect of his work. He 

emphasized Virginia-Highland’s “rich heritage of community involvement” and that 

there is a  “good mix of the commercial and the residential; citizens are not isolated from 

the commercial district” as major strengths of the neighborhood (Jack White, personal 

communication, October 18, 2012). When asked about the community’s weaknesses, he 

said that, “More volunteerism is needed. It is a constant challenge to identify and bring in 

new people to the Civic Association. The average age on the board is older, there’s not a 

ton of young involvement” (Jack White, personal communication, October 18, 2012). 

Out of the three resident interviews I conducted, only one individual (Anne L.) was a 

member of the VHCA. In addition, Mr. White, like resident Mary A., noted that there 

was a lack of diversity in the neighborhood, largely because it is hard to afford housing in 

the area. Mr. White said that the most important issues to citizens who come to VHCA 

meetings are parks, safety, and schools and that there is “not a good citizen understanding 

of the importance of planning issues until they manifest into a problem” (Jack White, 

personal communication, October 18, 2012). He noted that although there is relatively 

low crime in the area, it is still a problem and a major concern of residents. When I asked 

Mr. White about who holds power in Virginia-Highland, he echoed the sentiments of 



VIRGINIA-HIGHLAND COMMUNITY ANALYSIS   13 

Anne L. and George Warner by stating that small business owners have a large influence 

in the neighborhood.  

Issues that were brought up at the VHCA Board Meeting on September 10, 2012 

included zoning and variance applications, graffiti cleanup, and applications for grants 

from Park Pride to improve John Howell Park. The 40th Anniversary Celebration of the 

VHCA on September 13, 2012 included a lively debate about changes to the 

organization’s bylaws, an announcement of grants that were being given out to 

organizations such as Trees Atlanta and Fight Back Against Crime (FBAC), a 

neighborhood security patrol staffed by off-duty Atlanta police officers, and the election 

of the 2012-2013 VHCA Board of Directors.  

Potential or Hypothetical Campaign 

 One issue that was echoed by residents and stakeholders alike was that of crime in 

the community. By far, the most prevalent type of crime in Virginia-Highland is theft 

(SpotCrime). Because of the neighborhood’s proximity to the city, it may be difficult to 

curb rates of theft. The neighborhood has already done a great job at working to prevent 

crime through the FBAC, neighborhood watch, and social media safety alerts. However, 

there is always more that can be done. Another issue that I believe is exceptionally 

important to the neighborhood is the lack of involvement in community affairs by young 

people. I believe these two issues can be combined in order to create positive change in 

the community.  

 Resident involvement and alertness are important factors in crime prevention, and 

28.3% of Virginia-Highland residents are age 25-34. This is a huge demographic that can 

be encouraged to actively look out for suspicious activity. The VHCA should certainly 
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play a part in getting young people involved, perhaps by organizing gatherings at local 

bars and restaurants and making this demographic more aware of the ways that crime 

affects the community and how they can make a difference. One demand that the 

community members might want to win is a noticeable reduction in theft, perhaps by as 

much as 50%. Young members of the community should be recruited to the 

neighborhood watch, perhaps as street captains who are in charge of making sure that 

each household on the street is connected to one another in some way and receives 

information on safety via regular emails. Another demand that would benefit the 

community is to have at least one member on the VHCA Board of Directors under the 

age of 35 in order to represent the interests of the younger residents of Virginia-Highland 

and to reach out to these residents to make them more interested in preventing crime. 

Based on the mutual self-interests involved in the issue, I believe that consensus 

organizing tactics would be effective for promoting change.  

 I also believe that this hypothetical campaign fits best into Rothman’s community 

practice model of capacity building. Rothman notes four related themes in this approach: 

empowerment, social integration or solidarity, participation, and leadership development. 

All of these themes are relevant to the issue at hand. Young people in the community 

need to feel empowered to help solve the problem of crime in the area, which may in turn 

lead them to participate in crime prevention efforts such as the neighborhood watch. 

Developing leadership among young people on the VHCA Board of Directors will 

increase solidarity between younger and older members of the community and can result 

in the creation of fresh, innovative ideas by the group. One strength associated with this 

model is that it gets people directly involved with their community, which may inspire 
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others to follow suit. Another strength of this strategy is that it has highly ethical values 

associated with it. It is “humanistic and strongly people oriented, with the aim of ‘helping 

people to help themselves’” (Rothman, 2007). Weaknesses of this model include the fact 

that it can lead to a long series of meetings and conversations that don’t yield much 

progress (Rothman, 2007), especially if there are only a small number of young adults 

who become more involved in leadership and crime prevention. Another weakness is that 

according to Rothman (2000), studies have shown that capacity development projects 

frequently result in negative outcomes because residents do not see the value of 

participation. In order to overcome these weaknesses, the VHCA should focus on 

efficiency and effective communication among its members so that decisions are made 

swiftly. It is also essential that young people see the benefits of crime prevention and 

community involvement. Perhaps the VHCA could conduct a survey of residents to 

determine how many individuals, especially those under the age of 35, have been affected 

by crime. The VHCA should also work hard to make participation worth young peoples’ 

time, perhaps by collaborating with local businesses to provide complimentary food and 

drinks to those who attend the gatherings aimed at bringing young community members 

together.  

Social Capital  

 Based on my interviews, I was able to make an assessment of the social capital of 

Virginia-Highland. Overall, I found that the neighborhood has exceptionally strong 

bonding social capital. The area has a rich history of incidences where residents have 

banded together to solve a problem, including the I-485 highway battle and the ongoing 

issue of crime. There is also a great deal of cooperation between area businesses, 
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residents, and the VHCA, especially during large community celebrations such as 

Summerfest and Tour of Homes and projects such as the graffiti cleanup.  

 In addition to bonding social capital, Virginia-Highland also has very strong 

bridging social capital. For example, the VHCA works extensively with the city’s NPU 

system in order to accomplish planning goals. The Civic Association also cooperates with 

organizations such as Trees Atlanta and Park Pride when working on the neighborhood’s 

parks. It is worth noting that the VHCA was listed as part of both bonding and bridging 

social capital. Despite relatively low direct resident participation, the importance of this 

organization to the neighborhood cannot be overstated. The history of the VHCA alone 

makes it a crucial aspect of neighborhood identity. Without the VHCA, there would be no 

Summerfest or Tour of Homes, no graffiti cleanup project, no parks committee or 

education committee, and so on. It is perhaps the single largest source of social capital 

that Virginia-Highland has, which is why it is so important to make sure that community 

members, especially younger community members, get involved in the work that the 

VHCA does.  

Conclusions and Lessons Learned 

 The strengths of Virginia-Highland include the work done by the Virginia-

Highland Civic Association, its parks, its location in relation to Downtown Atlanta, its 

rich history of civic involvement, the variety of small businesses in the neighborhood, 

and the friendly relationship between residents and small business owners. Its major 

weaknesses include a lack of racial and socioeconomic diversity and a lack of current 

civic involvement.  
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 The community most definitely seems organizable, and is already quite organized. 

The VHCA provides a solid starting point for any efforts to promote change in the 

neighborhood, as it is both active and visible to residents. I believe the greatest challenge 

in organizing the community would be getting enough people, especially young people, 

to become active participants in change. I found it interesting that crime was such a big 

concern for the residents of Virginia-Highland, given that crime in the area is fairly low. 

However, due to the fact that it is such an important issue to so many people, it might be 

relatively easy for a community organizer working with the VHCA to get people more 

involved if he or she made crime reduction a major goal.  

 I learned a great deal while conducting this community analysis. One thing that 

will be especially beneficial to me in my social work career is the practice I gained in my 

interviewing skills. By the time I got to my fourth interview, I felt relaxed and 

comfortable when talking to people, and was no longer afraid of being a nuisance to 

others by asking to speak with them. I also appreciated the chance to do something 

hands-on at the macro level. This was the first project in my social work career that 

allowed me to step back and look at the big picture, analyze the various elements at play, 

and figure out where changes could be made. One thing that I would do differently the 

next time I work on a project such as this one is collect more information about the 

community before conducting my interviews. For example, I wish that I had known about 

the economic disparity between different census block groups much earlier along the way 

so that I could have interviewed a more socioeconomically diverse sample. Overall, I am 

very pleased with all that I learned about my neighborhood this semester, and I look 

forward to engaging in more macro practice in the future. 
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Figure A 
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Figure B 
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Figure C 

 Person Date/Time Location Information 
Gathered 

Interview #1 Mary A.: 
- Late 40s/early 

50s 
- Female 

- Resident since 
2000 (home 

owner & renter) 

October 6, 
2012 at 1:30 

pm 

Mary A.’s 
home on Los 

Angeles 
Avenue NE 

- Neighborhood 
pros and cons 

Interview #2 Lauren S.: 
- 50s 

- Male 
-Resident since 

1992 (home 
owner) 

October 6, 
2012 at 2:00 

pm 

Lauren S.’s 
home on 

Crestridge 
Drive NE 

- Neighborhood 
pros and cons 

- Neighborhood 
involvement  

- Social media 
 

Interview #3 Anne L.: 
- 40s 

-Female 
-Resident since 

1999 (home 
owner) 

October 6, 
2012 at 3:30 

pm 

Anne L.’s 
home on Glen 

Arden Way NE 

- Neighborhood 
pros and cons 

- Neighborhood 
involvement 

- Social media 

Interview #4 George Warner: 
- 40s 

- Male  
-Manager of 

George’s Bar & 
Restaurant  

October 8, 
2012 at 2:45 

pm 

George’s Bar 
& Restaurant  

- Neighborhood 
pros and cons 

- Neighborhood 
involvement  
- Power in 

neighborhood 
Interview #5 Micah Eifrid: 

- 40s 
- Male 

- Owner of 
Intown Ace 
Hardware 

November 14, 
2012 at 2:00 

pm 

Intown Ace 
Hardware 

- Neighborhood 
pros and cons 

- Neighborhood 
involvement 
- Power in 

neighborhood 
Interview #6 Jack White: 

- 60s 
-Male 

-President of 
Virginia-

Highland Civic 
Association 

(VHCA) 

October 18, 
2012 at 12:00 

pm 

San Francisco 
Coffee 

Roasting Co.  

- Neighborhood 
pros and cons 

- Neighborhood 
history 

- VHCA 
functions 

- Neighborhood 
involvement 
- Power in 

neighborhood 
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Figure D 

 

 

 



VIRGINIA-HIGHLAND COMMUNITY ANALYSIS   22 

References 
 
2010 Census. (2012). Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Retrieved from vahi.org/ 

 about-vahi/census-2010/ 

About VaHi. (2012). Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Retrieved from vahi.org/ 

 about-vahi/ 

A. M. (2012, October 6). Personal interview. 

Eifrid, M. (2012, November 14). Personal interview.  

Figure A. (2012). [Graphic map showing US Census block groups in Virginia- 

 Highland]. Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Retrieved from vahi.org/ 

 about-vahi/census-2010/ 

Figure B. (2012) [Graphic map showing the boundaries of Virginia-Highland]. 

 Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Retrieved from vahi.org/wp-content/ 

 uploads/2012/02/vahimap.jpg 

Figure D. (2012). (Graphic map showing the percentage of White individuals living  

 in Virginia-Highland). Social Explorer. Retrieved from file://localhost/Users/ 

 grich/Desktop/Census%202010%20Race%20.html 

Hobson-Pape, K., & Carlisle, L. (2011). Images of America: Virginia-Highland.  

 Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing.  

L. A. (2012, October 6). Personal interview. 

Neighborhood Arboretum. (2012). Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Retrieved  

 from vahi.org/parks/neighborhood-arboretum/  

Ohmer, M. L., & DeMasi, K. (2009). Consensus organizing: A community development  

 workbook. Los Angeles: SAGE Publications. 



VIRGINIA-HIGHLAND COMMUNITY ANALYSIS   23 

Rothman, J. (2000). Collaborative self-help community development: When is the  

 strategy warranted? Journal of Community Practice, 7, 89-105.  

Rothman, J. (2007). Multi modes of intervention at the macro level. Journal of  

 Community Practice, 15(4), 11-40.  

S. L. (2012, October 6). Personal interview. 

Social Explorer Tables: ACS 2006 to 2010 (5-Year Estimates) (SE), ACS 2006 – 2010

 (5-Year Estimates), Social Explorer; U.S. Census Bureau. 

Social Explorer Tables (SE), Census 2010, Census Bureau; Social Explorer. 

VHCA. (2012). Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Retrieved from vahi.org/inside- 

 vhca/  

Virginia-Highland, Atlanta, GA Neighborhood Crime Map. (2012). Spotcrime. Retrieved  

 from spotcrime.com/ga/atlanta/virginia-highland.  

Warner, G. (2012, October 8). Personal interview. 

White, J. (2012, October 18). Personal interview. 

 


