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JOHN HOWELL PARK 
Park Planning Update 
By Jerry Bright 

The VIf&inla-HJ&hland Civic AHoc\oIion th"""" III 
do_illlnrll\ the Vlrpnia-HislLland Civic fund. I...:., has 

bem busy OIl our Mishborhood par" on Virsinill "'"""ue. 
The park \.ond w .. obtained In lIMe late 1970f from the ~ 
gIo o..p." mcnl ofTnonsportat\on through the e#Or1!l of 
Coundlpenon Mary 0.. ..... , Civic AsMIclotlon o..innan 
lohn lIowel~ a.,dCI"kFun<! board~. At thai U ...... , 
our mmmtlnily ron, ....... ...:! with Itw.Cily to "",Inlaln lhe 

land and nile hind. fOt the devdoprncnl 01. thu lte. 
ThI"OU&" 198$, OUr _0«$ went .... " ....... '.1";"5 the 

pan:. In 1986, '" made! • survey 01 nei&hborhood .... id ... b 
and ... ~ into _ ~iatioM with the Cily 10 ~in ad_ 

di"fl irnpoO.tmMts to the p.>r k. &sed "" ""'"" reulu. 
__ ked 0. .. F .. nl:lin, a Jons-etabiioNd Allanta 

land_pe • .mllt'<'!, to dl'Wlop. d(osIgft. In April 01\987 
we p""""'l<'<1 our plans 10 the C ity'. ra,-b 0.,.."..-1 and 

_blishN • work!"II ..... liomhip with Comu IF ' DO""" 
&toy Sa,-, With the Commissioner's ""pport, the Ot)' 
alVft<l 1o nrl lke gr_ on • ~Lor bas., and the pM" 

pia ... «<'l'Iytd lnltl.ol "",lew by nrioua dly .Senclce. The 
parle deliS" ill currently undergoing. llnal "",jew p_ 

and we .... wnopping upour negotiotioM with the City. W~ 
~ to ...top! the porie fonnally through theCity" Adopt­

A·r.rk progwn by the end ol thill )'91". 

0.-.11 ... paM two yt"I ... the Vi"Kinia-Highlo."" co .... 
munily ... .-.IHd .W""i ..... tdy S8,SOO fo.lhe pon.. The 
...... I .. tp It for the Civic Fund 10 init"t~ ...... jor fund· ... 

I~ 00""""",,. W~.~ ~ witt. ou. lJle-dy cou_oI 
P'OSre. .nd ~~ .lOIid foundation ... been Io.id for. 
,!""lity park. The ..... rd 01 di!"<'d"", ol the Civic Fund en­
""" .... ,c.ltId ~ you. ln_ and support of thie 
hilll(lri(: tlforl. 

In Memoriam : John Howell 
By Mary Davis 

John Howdl w"". t~ II""iend 10 10 ...... y ol ... "" "" 
wal lo ....... ForlhoHofyou whodid not ""velhe pIRMI,.. 
of knowing John,. he w ... lUnny, Iovi,,! ..... " who rr"IOYed 
i"to Vi15i"ia- Hishla"" In 19'71. I rerr .... ober John wilh .... ke 

in hand on ..... ny neig.hbomood ck'oon_up days In t""park 

where hi: walked his beloved dog. 5.lIy. 
When tl.e pork w .. e_ted from 1.;fM highway "'nd , 

JOhn Cha~ tl.e Virgin;".Hishland C i,,1c AMocIation. He 

WI! lIdive in t .... Civle Fund until hit d"tl\, .nd -....0 01\ 

many other co ......... n.Ity . nd dvk boatdJ. He w ...... aundI 

... pport~ 01 human riplt: acttv. In d-oll ""if, drillihoer-­
lier,.g'yli5hIs.."" t"" ... H~_ ... IIdiveE~ 
ClIurdl ...... ober. Prof 1 • .oy, Johnw .... ..,.;ioJ ~ 

with expe1_1n co, rMtti"IJlOkohoi ..... 0"'5 abI..rH. ..... 
_ .ppointNl \0 t .... City'. LkmIe RevlIew Boo.rd. 

John', m..e. fwepI him .w.y qulckly'~ June. "The 
night he waa dying. • nurrber 01 hit friftI<b .nd f.miIy 

rnernbers visilNl witt. hlm.nd . nd with one .nother. Many 

01 UI kli tit"" thai ..... amlng lhe park lor , olin would bun 
.pproprUlc w.y 10 hoM< his memory. In lite weeki follow­

ing/ohn'sdNII\, ..... ny frien<b.nd nelghbo .. made l"" 
_ requeaI in an outpouring 01 deli~ 10 """or IhIs Silted 

.nd IovNl fn....d and nelshbor. Naming lhe park for John is 

an .ppropri:lluymbol for .. btouse John" Hie ~ 
our commUnily Uk. John ,...,ion.ote/y worktd 10 build • 

"'"""" w ........ n P""p~ CiOn I~.nd work logether. The 

porie in his ..... Shborhood for .1110 ""lor II • pM«t ""'-
lion ollhal idNi. 

IlnlrodUCOld • S\JCCe!i!IuI ordlnlonc:e which re:wned ~ 
parie 10hn HowdJ Parle. ~ Tho! City, John'. f.mily and 

llim<b, ItId t .... CIvic Pund .... p ...... lng. dedlaolion 

<"ft"m'oOMy \0 beheld wllhln lhe ..... ' few monl .... 

-



MAJOR THEMES 
Naturallmage 

Our neighborhood w .. bu.i1t in 
the 1920s, in the crafuman style 

which Uaetl natural materia.15 like 

brid< and sl~ and landsa.ping 
with IUltive planllllike hardwood 

trees, dogWl.l<><1s. and auale ... Our 
parkshould be the~. 

1 
1 

.. 

Neighborhood Scale 
Our park is small. II s trip 01 lob 

where houses ~ stood. The land 
rolls gently and ] .... g~le things 
won't fi t. Th" puk should be one 

slq> beyond u.e, yards of our own 

ho~, an exn.n5ion of the pll\ces 

w~weliye. 

Sal/e Big Trees at Barnett Provide Naturlll Village Green 
Move Ute sidewalle w$ "" thai Make too mo.in ....... "pen sr- lor 

lhee ma8n;r~1 O;Ib wiU hove room free op<"II ...... liu frisbee, .... nnins 

for f'OOI:!.and ~ " '=''''.''''~''"'' I dop.o<sunbathlng. 
Rebuild Walls at Virginia RepaIr Sidewalks 

R........n: and .."lIlrso lbal thew,... We !>ore that aU of Virginia ITom 

""', three WIIn. o f fomlO1"l>ouselo be- Midtown PmI'l'lO'l\ade 10 Ihe VIrginia-

O:Orne one element. Rcpl~ .... rrilling Highland .no~ will become .. pleo.Ynt 
"'eps w ith &afe stone",alrway. pedestrian way. 

Open to All 
Our park i5 acity puk. lt 

should be open and ~asily visible 

fmm the street and sidewalk. It 
should not seem to be an ~a"'" cut 

off and only for a few, but should In­
vit~ any ~y to rome and 

enjoy it. 

Buffer Nearby Houses 
Retain existing shade tll'OJ, adding 

dogwoods and evergTftn 8hrubs to 
provide a background when viewed 
from Virginia A~ue. 

Close Deleon Street 
Remove Iraffic through Ihe park and 

IInl< lhe two luI""" with. """U p\u.o. 
Retain the existing , ......... 

The neighborhood survey we took in 1986 and the guidance of the Atlanta 

Parks System have been blended Into this plan. We hope you like it. 

Children's Playground 
Our nrighborhood hIU many 

familles a nd a pllly.K2l pe was th~ 

most ~u""ted ~Iement. 

Passive Uses 
Our park ill too small for large 

plllyflel<b like softbal1 or eoccer, or 
ff1r u .... IMt would a ttrad large 

Maintenance 

Facilitla should be provided fOl" crowds like a community swimming 

The ParI<! Department In..Isb that 
the p!lrk be ~lllIy to main tain . Foea· 

turn like ponds or reflecting poob 
01" beds ot annual flowers requln in­

lIensive work. Paved p!lihs wlU c0n­

trol erosion where traffic keeps tht' 
grUl from growing. 

toddlers, kindergartners, and elemen- pool. Activities lik~jogging. pi.cnics, 

tMy Khooi-agedtildren, and should kite Dying. or just wallcingar-e the 

n'fl«t th~ nawal image of the park. sorts of things thai aft! suitable. 

• 

• 
o 

o 
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Virginia Avenue 

Build Gales 
How could we luve .. park wilhout 

p I" Uke U .. CInes on 51. Charles and St. 
Auguotl .... l They all' granite and 
wroughl iron and lend a_oI 
presenc:e to the .... 1 .. "", to lheoe ot..-. 
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Provide Playscape I Co" pl . .. Volleyball Area 
We WMI a nice b'8 play . ..... lib the Volleyb.oll Is an intensive ...... but juot 

one in Onne Park. with limb« i>NInI !lrnll.tt e<l0U8h to wark In Ihls pari<. Pit<-

and a big wood chip pit. 8en<heo and .. """"",I .....c""' ..... are n«ded and nker 
. hadeatt>or witt let ad ults fnpy It .. fences. The Mighborhood volleyball 

much as lhe kid.. leAgue will do lhis part. 

DESIGN DETAILS 
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Virginia-Highland Civic Association Update: Good News 
The Vlrglnla. Highl .... d CIvic Aaoocianon Board of T ...... 

t""" It"" uIUI"in-..ly end<ned the Vi..gini.o-Highland 
Civk Pund , h..:.'. plana fOO" John Howell Park on Virginia 

Ay""","- We *ffl please and """"", aged by the Civic F.",,!'. 

ongoing efforts and wiD conlin"" our ""ppoo1 of I .... ' 
fundralslng Olmp"'lgn during the M:<t few monlll5. 

Anagleetlleiliwas finally _d>ed conarnin& lhe 

pn:>pt'I1y Ioco.ted a ' 764-7&i Ponce de Leon Place. After 

lengthy nesotialkmll, the VHCA Truot....,. and SefrI 
Dn~lop" .. n~ Inc. ag.."",s tn I1mil the develOpment to 

• """"""'" and condominiums without changlna the 

City's Comprehensive ~pment I'Ian. This Is. big sue­
OI!I4Iltory lor the .... ghborMod, because prior proposals fur 

the development of this p"f<'el had in<:luded high density 

rentol units. App...aaUon s hould go to Sefri Development, 

Inc., their archited, Rimard Nelson, their lOItorney, Carl 

Westmoreland. and flIl 01 theCOn<:<mled .... idenls who 

wor~ 80 "-nt 10 bri"S appropriate d ..... .Jopment 10 tlUs 
MigllborMod. Than].: youl 

Weare happy Ioannou .. "" that the YWCA is mmlng to 

Virglnia-Hishland. ~ wUJ be Ioooled a. Ihe rorner of 
Hu.bon and North Highland on the properly formerly 0c­

cupied by lbe Spanish Baptist Chu",h. The YWCA worked 

Vft}' hard to........, up whh pIa ... which induded N vi"tl 
our histone buildings and addl'f'Ming OIher neig" borhood 
_ indud lng pilrleing_.nd lhey did III 'The VHCA 

A Special Thank You 
n.e Virginia-Highland community would like to ltutnl< 

Sharon 8"Sby and lhe olaff of Highland Hardw~ foc 

revitalizing and lI'II.inWning lhe trilngle lOt lhe intenoedion 

of Vfr&lnlund Nt)Tt" Highland Av"",,,,,,,. Au board """"'" 
ber of !he CtvIc Fund, S .... "'n has provid<!d In attractive 

"min!"" pilrk for the neighbo.hood an<l • good ~ ... llmp ...... 

, Ion foo- viail.,... 10 O\l C community. 

We w",,1d al!lo like 10 lhank 5hemln Nurseriee for thcic 

ool\ltion of ' .", flowering cherry lree to tke pilrk. Judit" 

Stogner, I Civk fund Boan;! member, acn.nged to hav" 

them plant<!d ""1 spring, an<l wit" n..,ful watering by 

_ a1 neighboB I"""'gh Ih" droug"t, they ace doing well 

Tllanks to ""ery""" for aU of Y"'" ,pedal efforts. 

Board 01 Trustees were plNsed to ""pport ttilil l pplleoliOl"l 

foc. SpeciaI Use I'ennlt OUcttutn .... Un<I. Wilt ... , YWCA 

B .... nett Oi_, and to RU!ly Barber, .",hltect for tlUs 

p~-
In Mly, tke VHCA keLd .,LecOOns for Ike IIoard ofT"",_ 

tees. n.e following pl!l>ple were .. Ied<!d: Caml HolloWly, 

Presklen~ Bum s....rs, Vi"" Praiden~ EricGenhon, 

~ary, Gait Novak, T ........ u ...... , St""" /1118""', Kathy M" 
ec.w.. ... fllarae Erdmann, Jerry 8righ~ Jim Smith, Betty 

Baumann, Il\d Joy Cludr:sman . 

The Vlrgiru.Highland Civk Assodalkm mailing ad_ 

dresa Is P. O. Boa 8401, AUanl .. GA 30006. Our phone nu .... 

ber Is 876-8970. ~ leav" . _~ . n<l l""'C caU will be 

-""'" 
Designer Showhouse 

The Virginia. Highland Designer Showh<>USe WM held 

during the monlh of October at Ike newty ","""al<!d home 

at 1166 51 . Ch ........ Place in Atkins Park. Spo..........:l by !he 

Virginia. HigMand Civic A""";ation and Twigs, lhe 

pl"OC<!<l<b fmm Ih"Skowhouse will benefil lhe Virginia­

Highlan<l C ivk fund and Egleston Hospital An opening 

gala on Friday, 5eptcmberJO, boeneIited H .... rtstrings. 

Speciol tkanks ror organizing lhe Showl>ouse go to Sac· 

bara Van Dyke, Tinka C"""" and Eli So~, who,,,,,,,t 

many"""'" making t"e project a reality. Tkanka a .... to.U 
lhe kxaI busi"..,..,. Il\d d""ig~ wtw:> mode contributiono. 

an<llo lhe vol"nl.,.,. staff who ko$t<!d IOU ... 1"l"QUgk the ..... 
L.A.M.P. Project 

A new organization called Uving AIDSM ......... 1a1 PorI: 

WO\lk! Iike lo devclop Joh n Howell Parle I d iff ........ 1 way. 

They propooe a national s "rine. w" ..... both lars. and s maU 

memorial ..".",ice can be condoo<!d on • "'S"lar "-'is. 
They wanl a f""nlai ... a "",vllio ... and e<lenslve nOl'"o"e< bed,. 
W" do not believe lkat ouc parI: is • • uitable plate for SlI<h 

intensive developmenl. La~ crowds cannot be ac«I .... 

mod.ted wil"""t parking, and Ihe lI'II.inlenanceo( their 

d ... ign would bea Iong.l.,.,..... burden. We believe lhey 

, """Id _I: • dilfenml, moresullable ,ite. 

Board of Directors, Virginia-Highland Civic Fund, Inc_ 
Jerry 8ri gk~ Ptftldenl S hlron 8.ogby 

Su .. n Walkoor, VI . ... P""id~nl ..... n 80 .. ~11 

Jo"C I .. c"' ........ Su",tary Jamie 0 .. 1", 
Clil NOYlk, T", ... u.rer Brookt f .... nklln 

Dan F .... nld in 

Arnold C", .. 

Carol Hollowa" 

(].&<1"" LonSi"Y. J r. 

Dennl. M<Con .... l1 

Richard Pflege. 

J .. dith. S togner 

RitI T"kip~ 
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