 February 6; 7.30pm
'Ponce de Leon Branch lerary

Bcard Neet:ngs.

December 3;7; .00pm YWCA

_January 9; 7:30pm Library
“February 4; 'PGOmeWCA

'Plannmg: Commlttee: -
January 2;7:30pm
: January 30; 7:30pm
February 27; 7:30pm
- Ponce de Léoﬁ Bram:h Lr’brary

Nelghborhood Plannmg Unit =

A{NPU-F):

December 17;7: 30pm
*elections will be held
January 21; 7:30pm
FebruarytS 7:30pm
Morningside Presbyterian Church

PEDS Walks:
‘Decemberl0; 5:30pm
January 14;5:30pm
February 1 1;5:30pm

' nghland CVS parking lot

Location of meetings is subject to

ViSlt our website at
‘;}www.vahl org

~ Jenn ‘Baliemine

- to'you and that are unique. So wi
; Thzs year; try shopping in your ver

_ along the way including great restaurants, bars
. are many valet lots as well as on-streat arking) or if you are close enough, you can waik’
- the chance to get outside as you mo ‘

- art, and specialty shops. As you hit¥irginia, you can turn either way to find-even more un

- you'll find more fantastic bargains!
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'MAKE HOLIDAY SHOPPING FUI
IN THE HIGHLANDS

' kmg for that special gift for these on y
and family will like, that are meaningful to
aking holiday shopping fun mstead of a
Vargm;a-Htgh{and

The holidays are around the corner an
“fist. You want to, purchase things that

‘unusual and cool shops,pfusiots o
d coffee houses. Parking is easier than yo

Shoppmg in the Highlands is great-a ¢ ipl

‘No matter who is'on your shoppmg list, the shops of the Highlands won't disappoint you
N. Highland north of Virginia and venturing south, you'll find along the way a number of g

treats for both yourself and those you love. Dont forgen to notice the flowers on the «
and Highland that your dedicated ne:ghbors recently planted! ~

Further down N. Highland, you'll-hit the next batch of great stores offering hip clothmg for th’eg
tion X'er in your family,exotic home decorations for your worldly friends, and conventional, prac
gifts for dear old Dad. Don't forget to check out the shops Up the Aﬂey and on'St. Charies: where

When you nieed to refuel, take a break at one of the nexghborhoods many, great: eater:es
to find food to satisfy everyone's palate! And when you can’t shop another minute and you
reward yourself for a hard day’s work, treat yourself to a facial or massage at one of the many
salons in the neighborhood. Treat your soul as ‘well and catch a yoga class or listen to a focal a
at one of the many music venues in the neighborhood. No matter what you decide, Vnrgmia
Highland promises a day of sheppmg and fun p}us the great feeling of supportang your-own.
neighborhood businesses.

DEFINING VIRGINIA-HIGHLAND:
Urban,Village or Urban Village

Chip Gallagher, Chair, Membership and Community Outreach

As a longtime resident of a large city and an urban sociologist | have been surprised by the com-
ments many people make about our neighborhood. Folks say “Oh, | love Virginia-Highland, | feel
like ’m in the city” or “it has such an urban feel” But these observations of Virginia-Highland do
not square with the definition of the city used by planners and academics. A city is usually
defined as having four characteristics; it is large, dense, has a heterogeneous population and land
use is mixed. These characteristics only apply to us in part.We are not a particularly large com-
munity. There are about 7500 households within our borders. Given that most properties are sin-
gle family, detached homes our community is not dense. We have mixed land use, but most retail
exists only on two strips in our community and very few people in Virginia-Highland live above
retail establishments. For a point of comparison imagine walking on the Upper West Side of New
York City or Rittenhouse Square in Philadelphia. Retail stores front the street and condos and
apartments reach dozens of stories into the sky. Our population is occupationally differentiated
with teachers, lawyers, tech-ies, artists, managers, doctors, researchers and service sector
employees. We are, however, overwhelmingly white and middle to upper middle class. So if we
are not like a “city” in a strict sense of the word what is it that everyone else loves about our

i ?
neighborhood!? Continued on Page 2




THINK GLOBALLY, " HELP KEEP OUR
SHOP LOCALLY NEIGHBORHOOD GREEN

Conne Ward-Cameron Kevin Cronin, Chair, Planning Commiittee

The UPS truck stops in the alley behind the shops of St. Charles ' Due to tree loss, Atlanta has lost a signific

Avenue, and out pours a mountain of boxes bearing shipping labels its green space over the last 20 years. To ensure that we
from Indonesia, Cameroon, and Peru. Sarongs in fabulous colors, reverse that trend, many local governmeﬁtsffhaﬁie;estab'-'
children’s puppets in festive Indian dress, teapots and planters deco- lished tree ordinances that will help preserve existing
rated with the distinctive designs of their Vietnamese home all spill .trees and require planting of new trees if removal is nec-
out of those boxes and onto the shelves of Ten Thousand Villages, essary. Trees provide many tangible benefits to our neigh-
one of the most unique stores in Virginia-Highland. borhood. Not only do they reduce air and noise pollu-

. tion, they lower power bills, provide habitat for wildlife,

The store is constantly changing as handmade paper, clothes, jewel- ] . ; .
.apd help our neighborhood retain its unique feel.

ry, toys, musical instruments, and every decorative item imaginable

arrive almost daily. Everything in the shop is well made, reasonably Before you take any trees down, check your local county
priced, and beautifully crafted. Each item bears the imprint of the and city tree ordinances. The City of Atlanta requires

hands that made it. As you walk through the store, you'll find hand- preservation of 25 percent of the existing trees 'on a site
icrafts from over 30 countries. and a permit to remove any tree greater than 6” in diam-

eter. Any tree company that you hire will be able to help
- you obtain a permit. Please note fines are applicable to
the tree company as well as the property owner if the
tree ordinance(s) are not followed. If you live in'Dekalb
County and City of Atlanta then you must also meet the
j,lfequirements of both ordinances.

But what is the most interesting thing about this global bounty?
Ten Thousand Villages is a nonprofit international gift store that
sells fairly traded handicrafts made by Third World artisans who
would otherwise be unemployed or underemployed. On average,
each $1200 in retail sales provides the equivalent of full-time work
for one artisan for one year. There are 70 Ten Thousand Villages : ;
stores nation-wide, and our neighborhood shop has sold enough ' One other aspect of the tree ordinance is to help protect
handicrafts to provide full-time employment for over 1300 artisans. trees during construction so they are not

damaged. Usually the trees have an orange fence put
around the perimeter of the trunk so that workers and
equipment will not damage the tree trunk or its roots.

And if that weren’t cool enough, the store is staffed by your
friends and neighbors who volunteer their time so that the store
can continue to turn its “profit” back into work for the world’s , 3
craftspeople. For more information visit the wwwitreesatlanta.org web-
site. At this site, you can check out local tree ordinances -
via links as well as find out whom to call for questions.

How lucky we are that Ten Thousand Villages chose to locate their
Atlanta store in the “village” of Virginia-Highland. Stop in and say
hello to the volunteers and check out the new arrivals. Store hours
are Tuesday through Saturday, | lam to épm, and Sunday, | to 5pm.
Ten Thousand Villages is at 1056 St. Charles Avenue, just 100 feet
west of Highland.

DEFINING VIRGINIA-HIGHLAND: Urban,Village or Urban Village (Continued)

Virginia-Highland is unique because it is an urban village that is totally self-contained. Historically the urban village was an ethnic neighborhood
where immigrant groups settled through chain migration and built the institutions, which served the needs of their community. Neighborhoods
like Little Italy, Germantown or Chinatown emerged as self-contained communities because (bilingual) bankers, grocers, doctors, lawyers, barbers,
and merchants satisfied the unmet demands for goods and services of new immigrant groups. Our community may not be made up of recent
immigrants, but like many ethnic urban villages our neighborhood is self-contained.

Supermarkets, pharmacies, a library, doctor’s offices, a post office, a movie theater, houses of worship, schools, parks, hardware stores and restau-
rants in our community mean that our basic needs can be met without getting on the highway or driving across town. Rubbing elbows with our
neighbors at CVS or Publix also means we create social capital, the web of friendships, sources of information and strong neighborhood identifica-
tion, which flourishes when individuals have face-to-face interaction. Perhaps what folks mean when they say our neighborhood is “urban” or that
it has a “city-like” feel to it is that Virginia-Highland reminds people of what they imagine the best parts of city life to be; the ability to walk, shop
and play in your community and the web of social networks and trust which emerges from knowing your neighbors. | now take the comment
that Virginia-Highland is urban as a wonderful compliment.

This is the Virginia-Highland Civic Association’s membership drive month.As chair of the membership committee | ask you to do two things.
Become a paying member of the Virginia-Highland Civic Association and ask two neighbors to join as well. You will be helping to maintain the sta-
bility, cohesiveness and quality of life of our community and you will be creating huge amounts of social capital as you interact and convince your
neighbor to becoming a paid member. Please use the envelope to mail in your $25 membership check. Some of the programs your
membership dues go toward are: Park and green space upkeep, additional police patrols, maintenance of the website, traffic and safety awareness,
schools and charitable organizations. Thank you and happy holidays.




MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Steven Kushner, President, YHCA

As | sit down to write this and momentarily ignore the obligations of my law practice, I can’t help but be struck by the changes occurring in virtu-
ally all aspects of my life, and all of our lives. As a nation, we will forever be changed by the events of September | I. As a spouse, and a new par-
ent, my world is upside down as my daughter Amelia continues to operate on.my old college schedule (sleep all day, party all night).

More importantly to all of you, as the new President of the Civic Association, my acti\tiﬁes in and responsibilities to our neighborhood have also
changed. With a new Board taking office and my election as President, change is in the air for the neighborhood, the Civic Association’s relation-
ship to the neighborhood and its relationship to the businesses in the neighborhood as well as the Business Association.

As many of you probably know, at the Civic Association’s September meeting, the neighborhood elected a new Board of Directors that includes
seven newly elected Board members from a variety of backgrounds and occupations. In a reversal from recent neighborhood elections, only three
incumbents were reelected. The neighborhood obviously wanted change. Well, here it comes. The new Board has committed itself to fulfilling
the goals and objectives of the neighborhood, and we welcome input and participation in the Association from the neighborhood.

Along with the new Board, | hope to change some af the ways the Civic Association does business, and how the neighborhood and businesses

perceive the Civic Association. As a start, the new BQ is encouraging the participation of all residents of the neighborhood to participate in the
Civic Association’s various committees, and to be invol  the dems:ons ‘tha ¢ gd Information on the committees and our
meetings is available on the Civic Association’s website '

Many changes are in store. One of my duties dent is m pres:de ag and in doing so; | will endeavor to efficiently
conduct our meetings. Under the watchful €y he\Board 1intend to'run th ct for the attendees and the applicants, and
with respect for the time being devoted by o‘attend the meetmgs Hope e will r meetings feeling as if hours of their time
have been wasted. :

As many of you know, our neighborhood has changed dramaffca!}y ‘in thé fast few years. I'still remember my first Halloween living in the neigh-
borhood (9 years ago) and the bags and bags of candy Fbought in anuc:patlon of the hordesof chifdren that would surely ring my doorbell. No
children came trick or treating on my block back then and Pm pretty sure it wasn ecause of me.: How times have changed. This year, | almost
got annoyed at how often | had to answer the r (and was thankful | snll had some of that old candy lying around — parents please check the
“born-on” dating). . ,

This Board hopes to encourage the desire of families to stay-in the nelghborhoo whick ;:canjonly'Serve;fio improve our schools, which will hope-
fully keep more families in the neighborhood:+One way we hope to dothis:is to-encourage renovation, within the reasonable confines of a zoning
code that was adopted after the majority of eur homes were built. While-we wor't-berable:to recommend approval of every variance request
and special exception, we certainly won’t tell our't |ghbors (and their archttects) their renovation projects and what expan-
sion projects might serve them better. o

The Board also wants to change the prior rel |onsh|p wnth the busmess commu ity. W lize that Q‘le benefits and value of our neighbor-
hood include our proximity to shops and restaurants (and even bars). While- wé do not nee&ssanly watt the commercial nodes to expand, we do
want to see the businesses thrive. We also want to look them in the eye and not get suspicious looks back because the businesses think the
Board only wants to sue them. We will of cofrse take the necessary steps 6 pr'otect th eighborhood but I've found that most of the business
owners’ interests are actually aligned with the restdents They don’t want us toh ‘e the next Buckhead nor do they want a Cotton Club here.

While some things should be changed, others should remain the same. The C|V|c Association has a strong history of promoting and protecting
the neighborhood through the many people who selflessly gave their time and energy for the benefit of all of us, including many of the outgoing
Board members. With this history in mind and a bright future ahead of us, we look forward to another successful Summerfest (June 1-2,2001)
and to supporting our schools, the many organizations in the neighborhood and City, protecting and maintaining our parks and hopefully con-
tributing in whatever small way we can to making Virginia-Highland a great place to live, shop and dine.

If you have any questions or comments for or about the Civic Association, there are e-mail links for the officers, the Board Members and the
Committees on the website. We look forward to hearing from you and to working with you in the Association for the benefit and betterment
of our neighborhood.

M I D T O W N Don’t Sell Your Home!

DENTAL CENTER Why dispose of an excellent investment?

Dr. E. Bryan Smith We make property management painless and profitable
Dr. Stanley G. Carter by supervising all details professionally and responsively.
(404) 874-0800 » 650 Ponce De Leon Ave., Suite 6008
Alania, GA GOS8 PROPERTY

www.simplysmile.com

(404) 874-0800 Your Real Estate Investment can be:

Call Today For Protected Profitable Problem Free
An Appointment Gary S. Chad (404) 874-6357




 ASK OFFICER DAVE

- Hello, my.name is David Ferguson. I-am an Atlanta Police
Officer, on the VH.C.A. Public Safety committee with Steve
- Luben, Aaron Gross and billie jo. ’'m proud-of being a resident
_ of the Highlands and | would like to help keep crime in our
~ neighborhood as low as possible. On occasion | am asked for
. advice on issues of law enforcement and crime. | thought it
__would be a good idea to reply to these questions in a VOICE
n called “Ask Officer Dave” so others of you who may
denng the same questions can benefit, too. At times
ons may require a little investigation and | will
h to find the correct answer. However, these answers
my interpretation and oprmon, a.nd shouid not be
Tlegal advice. : i

e.ma;! addness, where everyone is welcome

r the;ﬂéghiands is
s the one crime

thatis most prevemable ?h:eves thi

~ looking for items to sell for cash or drugs, ie, cell phones,

_ laptop computers, purses and briefcases. If these items were

- removed from sight we could put these opportumst thieves
out of business.

| was able to research. this question by going into the City's

report database and removing data from the “Theft From

Autos” reports. When |.compared the victims’ addresses to
~the address of the incident, | found that half the victims of this
~ type of crime !we in the area ‘and half were visitors:

‘ tts also. 1mportant to have a pahce repert made anytime your
‘ en into or an attempt has been made to
om your auto, The police officers refer to
ncrease patrols in areas and to know what
are occurring. : ' :

into our cars are .

IfYou Buy
Nafural Foods
and$ lements
Elsew
You Overpay.

Shopat Retunto  vegetarian
Eden Saveupto  market ﬁlle(%

25 percent over tasty organic foods,

supermarketsand  afew doors from

health stores. the Tara Theatre.
On a restrictive Vitamin A to

diet? Visit Return  organic zucchini,

to Eden for avariety wow! All at:

of foods that fit your

diet and taste great. Refurnio Eden

Enjoy for
atour b$ «Healfhy Ealers
#" Lindbergh at
Cheshire Bnd%e
www.return2eden.com
404.320.EDEN {3336)

oEden

DOS ROSAS, LLC

COMPLETE GARDENING SERVICE
Tired of mow, blow and go?”

We provide unique, personalized,
quality maintenance, installation,
and “jungle clearing”
total outside environment care

404-378-3512 www.dosrosaonline.com

PEDS -
PEDESTRIANS EDUCATING
_ DRIVERS ON SAFETY
illie jo

Please join us for a PEDS walk the second Monday of each month.We
meet at 5:30 in the CVS parking lot to educate drivers and others about

pedestrian’s rights and advocate for pedestrian safety. Through our efforts,

drivers are slowly learning that walkers and joggers have the right of way
in crosswalks. These walks also offer you a chance to meet your neigh-
bors, have fun, and wear glowing vests! Come help us in this effort and
pick up your pledge card and bumper sticker. Free balloons for your chil-
dren too!

Sally Flocks, president of PEDS, announced in November that our neigh-
borhood sold more pledges to drive the posted speed, walk more, and
stop for pedestrians in crosswalks and displayed more bumper car stick-
ers than any other Atlanta neighborhood.Yahoo for all of you dedicated
neighbors!




FELLOWS, JOHNSON & LA BRIOLA,LLP
TRIAL LAWYERS

IS PLEASED TO ANOUNCE THAT
Steven M. Kushner
HAS BECOME A PARTNER WITH THE FIRM

AND CONGRATULATES HIM ON HIS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT
OF THE VIRGINIA HIGHLAND CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Steve will continue to concentrate his practice in the areas of
General Commercial, Intellectual Property,
Construction and other Complex Civil Litigation

Peachtree Center
Suite 2300 South Tower
225 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Telephone (404) 586-9200
Facsimile (404) 586-9201

www.fjl-law.com

i'\\/éff/ Intown Renaissance Construction

GENERAL CONTRAGTING AND RENOVATION

Paul Enloe

4514 Chamblee Dunwoody Road, Suite 243
Atlanta, Georgia 30338
(404) 685-0815 fax (404) 688-6185

Visit our website at www.vahi.org
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To increase your home’s resale value,
we suggest an effective lawn ornament
such as this.

Sandy D’Aprile RE/MAX
Greater Atlanta In Town

Our resident expert,
serving our neighborhood real estate needs
since 19883.
Nobody knows us better.
Nobody cares more.

404.872.5525
or 404.609.9898

tianta’s Best _
Hardware & Garden Is
Right On The Corner

No Ilines*No waitingNo hassles

INTOWN HARDWARE & GARDEN (404) 874-5619
N REETO L R (T 850N HIGHLAND AVE.  MON-FRI:8-8  SAT: 86 SUN: 11-6

AUTHORIZED LIONEL SERVICE SINCE 1973

J.D. LATHBURY
ELECTRIC TRAIN SALES & SERVICE
959 Highland Terrace NE #6
Atlanta, Georgia 30306
404-892-3113

MANY TYPES OF MODEL TRAINS REPAIRED
OLD TRAIN SPECIALIST - LARGE PARTS SUPPLY
BUY, SELL, & TRADE

Midtown Place Chiropractic

Dr. Patrick Greco
650 Ponce De Leon Ave. #620B
Atlanta, Ga. 30308
(404)885-1414
www.midtownplacechiro.com
(Across from City Hall East)

Unique Gifts
ta ome i Gl

Flowers, Trees & Shrubs
01' Garden Art

Statuary

a s Furniture

5 . Gift Certificates

We're in your neighborhood. Skip the stress and shop
Habersham Gardens for all those festive essentials.

Nursery and Landscape Services

404-873-2484

2067 Manchester St.
Atlanta, GA 30324

Mon-Sat9to 6 & Sun10te 5

Clearance starts Dec. 26, 9:00 am.!

PARENTING AND
EDUCATION

Louise Glancy, CoChair, Parenting & EducaEmn Comm:ttee

The Parenting and Education Commxttee is Eookm fer
participants! If you are interested in servmg on the
committee or would like to submit suggestions and |
ideas please do so! We are hoping to become an acti
committee and need your help and support in doing
so. We want the committee to be representative

of our schools and the entire community. Please
respond to either co-chair Louise Myslik Glancy at
louise.myslik@hies.org or to co-chair jean Jordan
at jjordan@emoryedu.




PUSHPUSH THEATER

Jenn Ballentine [ Krista Miller

If someone told you that a world premiere by one of the nations hottest new playwrights was being produced in your own backyard, would you
be surprised? Well, you shouldn’t be! PushPush Theater, located off Briarcliff Rd. on Zonolite Rd., is a culturally diverse and well-respected player
in Atlanta’s theater offerings.

If you haven’t heard of PushPush, don’t worry. PushPush Theater’s Managing Director and Atlanta actress Shelby Hofer says,“we don’t have an
advertising budget and it’s just the four of us running the show, so little by little we let Virginia-Highlanders know that we are here.” And if you
have heard of PushPush, but haven’t yet attended a show, it’s about time! As Hofer remarks,“its not that we are still a well kept secret; people
know about us but many have not gotten around to coming to a show.”

PushPush, a non-profit, non-commercial theater, derived its’ name from the idea of pushing the envelope, and as such, is dedicated to “pushing”
artists and audiences into new territory, either through rare or new material or through alternative approaches. Despite its’ youth, PushPush is
widely acclaimed. In a review of the ongoing city-wide theater festival, the AJC recently said of PushPush’s current production consisting of three
plays, including a children’s show, by nationally acclaimed Naomi Wallace, “it may be the best of the fest... the material is thoughtful and engaging”’
Last month, Creative Loafing said “PushPush’s Peter Gynt proves a one of a kind production that puts a boldly idiosyncratic stamp on a wildly
imaginative work.”

This December will be PushPush’s 5th year of offering a unique alternative to the typical holiday traditions. This holiday season, the theater will
present a rare and imaginative telling of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Told with only four actors in the new PushPush space, featuring "lounge-
around” seating, this production will present a telling of an age-old story that realizes the heart of the play, as audiences have never seen, a tale of
power and defiant love in a world of negativity. This is a completely new production of Romeo and Juliet stripped to its essentials, reflecting the
values of peace, tolerance and humility.

Come and experience the pathos of perfect love with a unique telling of a story for our times....and a rare and exciting alternative to the tradi-
tional holiday fare!

Showtimes:
December 7- 31,Wed-Sat 8pm, Sun 7 pm (no show [2/24 orl2/25)
Saturday matinees 2pm and Sunday 12/16 2pm (appropriate for youth and prearranged daytime school tours)

Tickets: $15 ($12 Students/Seniors) Matinees $10 adults, $5 under age 14

For reservations or information, call 404-892-7876 or email pushpushtheater@mindspring.com, or visit www.pushpushtheater.com.

DECEMBER 7-DECEMBER 31

You've seen it all before. Or have you?

crosby RNt

An imaginative telling of the timely story of
love and retribution... and a rare alternative

to the traditional holiday fare!

tom crosby
tom@crosbyarchitecture.com

2996 grandview ave
suite 109 [ box 27
atlanta, ga 30305
tel 404 495 9466

Pushing Atlanta’s Theatrical Boundaries




GREAT GARDENING TIPS AND IDEAS FROM:
THE HIGHLAND HOE-ER

John Wolfinger, the Highland Hoe-er

Our neighborhood is full of plant lovers and gardeners, yet | don’t think most of us know each other. What better way for us to get to meet and learn from
each other than to swap plants? If you've been gardening for any time at all, you're bound to have plants that have multiplied beyond control, and you need to
thin them out. Rather than just adding them to your compost heap, wouldn’t it be great to know where to give them a new home and hopefully gain a new gar-
dening friend as part of the deal? I'm volunteering to be the contact person to distribute plants over the neighborhood. Please contact me, John Wolfinger, at
404-876-5023, e-mail at jjonww2@earthlink.net, or at |054 Vance Avenue to be on the giving and receiving lists. To kick things off, I'll have rooting cut stalks of
brugmansia (trumpet tree) in white, yellow and pink to give away when | cut them down just before the first killing frost. You can see them growing now at my
home. They are beautiful plants and very easy to grow. I'm looking forward to meeting all the gardeners in the neighborhood

One of the most wonderful gardens in the neighborhood betongs to David Ellis at 704 Cooledge Avenue. David is the owner of Ellis LanDesign and his gardens
are a testament to his design skills. You can have a wonderful tour of his property in the current issue of Fine Gardening magazine. His lot is fairly typical of
most of our-in-town lots, so his ideas are also applicable to most all of us. David has graciously volunteered to give his neighbors private tours - just call him on
his business line at 404-261-8488 to set up a time to meet him. You can find Fine Gardening Issues at Chapter 11 at Ansley Mall - get a copy and get inspired.
You may already have seen his garden on Atlanta Botanical Garden’s tour in 2000. By the way, Chapter 11 also carries “The Southern Living Garden Book”,
which | regard as the bible for Atlanta gardening. It would be a terrific gift for the gardener on your holiday shopping list.

We are very fortunate to have some terrific garden centers in our midst - Intown Hardware, Highland Hardware, Habersham Gardens, Forresters, and Atlanta
Water Gardens. Your support of these stores helps to insure that when you need advice and help, someone will be there to assist you. Yes, | go to the big
_orange box store on Ponce sometimes too, but lets not let them run our smaller, equally great, stores out of business.

The Virginia/North Highland traffic island got a new look for fall and winter on November 3rd thanks to the V.H.C.A. Parks committee. The annual fall “Virginia-
Highland” Triangle planting was also a huge success due to a large community turnout and a wonderful Indian summer day.Volunteers removed old plants and
replaced them with a fresh assortment of fall flowers. Brad Balsis of Habersham Gardens and the Eifrid family on Intown Hardware provided the winter annuals
and perennials at a very low cost. In addition to the V.H.C.A. Parks Committee chairman Rob Glancy, the following people gave their sweat and time to the proj-
ect: Louise Glancy and David Ferguson (of the V.H.C.A. Parks Committee), Warren Bruno, Durrett Evans, jennifer Gilbert, Megan Gronto, judy McCabe-Smith,
Josephine Nunez-Gross, Ruth Sommerville, John Wolfinger, and |.D. Please forgive ‘me if | have left anyone’s name off the list.

Are you tending to a public space or do you know of a public space that should be taken better care of? Let the Parks Committee know so we can include
these spaces in our future projects. :

VHCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS_V,“"‘

Steven Kushner, President . 404- 892-6945 [
Co-Chair, Summerfest A S

Steve Luben,Vice President f . 404-724-0730
~Chair; Public Safety Committee ‘

Wiley Sommerville, Treasurer = * 404-881-1003

Louise Glancy, Secretary . 404-875-2107
Co-Chair, Parenting and Education o o
Chip Gallagher, Chair, Membership Commlttee‘
Conne Ward-Cameron,Atkins Park Rep.
Kevin Cronin, Chair, Planning Committee
Kris Reinhard
o Seth'Lynn
. Volunteers at the annual fall Virginia-Highland Triangle planting. John Craft, St. Charles/Greenwood Rep
Jean Jordan, ,
Co-Chair Membership, Parenting and Educatson
David Ferguson, "Ask Officer Dave" : ;

TREES ATLANTA

VHCA COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

bile jo . PK. Trettel, Co-Chair, Summerfest

On October, |3th, Trees Atlanta held a very successful tree sale in fean Jordan, Co-Chair, Summerfest Volunteers |
Piedmont Park.Tree lovers had the opportunity to purchase rare and Jill Gossett, Co-Chair, Summerfe: stVqunteers |
wonderful trees at a fraction of their retail costs. The proceeds from the Rob Glancy, Chair, Parks Committee

sale will be used to buy trucks, shovels, mulch, trees, fertilizer, and other in addition to those listed above: -

tree supplies for future Trees Atlanta events. ManyVlrgmla—nghIand resi- mo}'CE  404.892.9024

dents volunteered at the sale — a big thanks goes to those who worked to Jenn Ballentine, Co-Editor Des 404.875.7558

make the sale a success!

On Nov. 3rd, Trees Atlanta enlisted many volunteers, including several
Virginia-Highland tree lovers to plant 44 large trees around the neighbor-
hood: This year, trees were planted on Highland View, Cresthill,Virginia

Visit our website at
Avenue, Drewry St., St. Charles, and Frederica. Trees Atlanta sponsors .
tree planting events around Atlanta several times throughout the year. For WWW.Vah 1.0 I"g

more information or to volunteer, contact Trees Atlanta at 404-522-4097.




A NOSTALGIC HISTORY OF JOHN HOWELL PARK

Tinka Green

In the early 80's the powers that be decided to run Interstate 485 through Virginia Highland. The neighborhood was up in arms, of course, but needed a leader. John Howell, who lived on
Adair, came to the rescue. He formed the Virginia Highland Civic Association and became its first president. Under his leadership, the highway was defeated. Before the official defeat, howev-
er, twelve homes on Virginia Avenue were torn down, leaving three acres of nothingness. After John's request, the City agreed to make the area a park. John Howell died of complications of
AIDS in 1988 and in his honor, Mary Davis, our City Counsel delegate at the time, helped the neighborhood name the new park for him.

The neighborhood, under the auspices of Jerry Bright and Rick Porter, formed a partnership with the City. This partnership allowed the new John Howell Park Board to take on the respon-
sibility of developing the park with private funds and the City to mow it and pick up the garbage - a real goocT deal for them. Peter Frawley's company was hired to design a landscape, which
could be added to in increments as the money became available. One of the first things done was putting placards on the columns along Virginia Avenue honoring the houses that were torn
down. Thus was started a job of the heart for the board that fasted from 1988 to 2001. By that time all the design had been completed and only maintenance was needed.

One of the ways developed to raise money was to sell imprinted pavers to make a sidewalk winding through the trees and grassy areas. Over the years many people have honored their
loved ones, including pets, by buying a brick with a name. It seems so simple but it is very moving, as those of you who have donated know, to see your brick in the sidewalk, knowing that
for generations to come that honor will always be there. For several years,
Summerfest has been held at the park and the Virginia Highland Civic Association
has very generously donated a good part of the funds raised to use for the Park.
They donated $17,000.00 to get the playscape started and more monies came
from grants and donations of private individuals. The children of our neighborhood
and others have been able to enjoy a pretty play day ever since. We have had as
partners the Lamp Organization and the Volley Ball Associating of Atlanta. Lamp
worked for the park to become the first Living Aids Memorial Park in the nation.
The Aids walk during Pride Weekend always passes the park in tribute. The Volley
Ball group tends their part of the grounds, has tournaments, and provided a prac-
tice area for the Olympics.

Jerry Bright discovered that impact fees of commercial buildings could be ear-

marked for specific areas so we applied to have a substantial impact fee go to e O S
the park. The City hadn't realized that was possible so Jerry had to fight for Y “

the money. Finally the City agreed to give us $150,000.00 if we could match it \ O

in a certain period of time. Everyone on the Board worked every possible ) SU

idea for contributions and we made the deadline. That big hunk of funds really o ‘ \

allowed us to get a lot of things we had planned to eventually have: beautiful C

trees and other plantings, an impressive lighting system, an underground
sprinkler system, and general development Also private donors gave us
money toward trees, benches, a water fountain and attractive garbage cans.
Then Ivan Bailey, a renowned ironwork artist gave a beautiful sculpture.We
were so thrilled and had to plan an instaflation for it and we wanted a story-
board to tell the story of the park - alf of which cost a lot of money. But
somehow, money was always found from all sorts of sources, including the

Elton John Foundation. Jerry and Rick worked continuously to reach our ess

goals and we of the Board felt so strongly about the park that when we final- SU cC '\\'\es S

ly were able to dedicate the sculpture and story board, we felt that it was a % & Om w QQ“\
job well done. o \\%‘LQQ\%Q '

Over the years we had many honors but our favorite was when Jerry
Bright carried the Olympic Torch down Highland Avenue one morning
about 3:00.A huge crowd came out and we were so proud of him.The
John Howell Park history will continue and we look forward to it with
pride and pleasure.
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We are accepting dues for the 2001 year. Your payment of $25 helps to keep our neighborhood safe, clean, pedestrian-
mindful, beautiful, kid-friendly, green and immensely livable. Please pay your dues and consider volunteering for a VHCA
Committee. ‘

Yes, | want to be a dues-paying member of the Virginia-Highland Civic Association. Enclosed is my check for $25.
(Larger contributions are welcome.)

Name:

Address:

Telephone Number:

E-mail Address:

Comments/Concerns/Committee Interests:

Please make checks payable to the Virginia-Highland Civic Association and mail to:
Virginia-Highland Civic Association
PO. Box 8401, Station F
Atlanta, Georgia 31106
If you have questions, contact Chip Gallagher, Membership Chair, 404-249-6390, cgallagher@gsu.edu.



