
January 30, 2023 
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We appreciate you for joining us this evening. This 
neighborhood town hall is the first of its kind.

It IS: 
- an information sharing meeting
- an introduction of the new VHCA board
- a Q&A on key topics
- a request for your engagement & involvement

Welcome

Thank you for being part of the next year of 
progress for the Virginia-Highland 

community. 

Kim



This Evening’s Agenda

● The VHCA & Our Members - Leah
● 2023 - New board, Priorities & Event Calendar - Mike
● Safety & Security - APD Commander & VHSP Kay
● New Virginia Highland School - Melissa & Terry Harness
● Livability Goals- Amy
● Parks incl John Howell Renovation - Jess
● Getting Involved - Leah
● Questions - Board Members

Kim



VHCA

Leah



Founded in 1971, by Virginia-Highland residents

The VHCA’s purpose is the promotion and the furtherance of the 
common good, general welfare and interests of residents of The 

Virginia-Highland.

Leah



The VHCA’s Role & Who We Serve

We are a volunteer association by and we are the 
community's official (but not sole) voice on city 
regulatory efforts such as, development, land use, 
zoning, festivals, special events, alcohol licenses, 
legislation, and other quality of life issues. We raise and 
coordinate requests for funding. 

Community engagement, service, events, and 
coordination are vital to a vibrant board and engaged 
community. Check out past Voice newsletters for 
inspiration, and coordinate with board members to make it 
happen!

We also must communicate to the community. We have 
the Voice, website, and social channels which are 
managed through board members and the 
Communications committee. 

~10,000 Residents, ~5,500 Households, 758 Members

Membership: defined as residents over 18 years+  and registered 
as a member

VHCA 758 Members (~5-10%)

Leah



VHCA Areas of Focus

SCHOOLS

TRANSPORTATION & 
SAFETY

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION

PARKS

SOCIAL EVENTS

COMMUNICATIONS

PLANNING & 
ADVOCACY

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

FUNDRAISING

Leah



VHCA Value & Benefits

● Park Maintenance & Development (poop bag 
replacement, landscaping) - John Howell

● Neighborhood civic planning and zoning including 
variances

● Connection to local officials to influence zoning, 
commercial development, public safety - District 6 
Councilman Alex Wan

● Connection to Atlanta Police Department to partner on 
Safety & Security

● VA-HI VOICE Email newsletter 2x per month
● Engagement with Schools incl annual grants
● Community Events incl Summerfest & Tour of Homes
● Seasonal Banners/Decorating
● Monthly board meetings 

Leah



2022 was a huge success - thank you board, committee 
members and event volunteers

Leah



Budget High Level

Jess



Join the VHCA Today

Become a VHCA member
click on QR code and sign-up



2023

Mike



Introducing our newly inducted VHCA Board

Jess Liddick 
Treasurer & 

Budget Chair

Johnson Bazzel 
Transportation Chair

Jim Long
Parks Chair

Mike Lewis 
Vice President & 

Events Chair

Leah Matthews 
President & 

Fundraising/Events 
Chair

Alex Saucedo
Fundraising & 

Summerfest Chair

Lisl Huber
Education Chair

Amy Harward
Planning & 

Transportation 
Chairs

Kim Gnatt
Secretary & 

Elections Chair

Karen-Jane Wright 
Communications Chair

Melissa Clark
Education Chair

Mike



2023 What’s Up!! 

SCHOOLS

TRANSPORTATION & 
SAFETY

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION

PARKS

SOCIAL EVENTS

COMMUNICATIONS

PLANNING & 
ADVOCACY

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

FUNDRAISING

Mike



2023 CALENDAR 

● Summerfest - Fri 6/9 & Sat 6/10
● Tour of Homes - Fall/Winter
● Concert Series in John Howell Park - 3/25, 

9/9, 11/11
● VAHI-lloween - Fall
● Park Cleanups
● What’s New in 2023 ??

○ Neighborhood Town Hall - 1/30
○ Easter Egg Hunt - 4/8
○ 50th Anniversary Soiree - April TBD

Mike



Safety & Security

ATL



Safety & Security Update - Zone 6

Lieutenant White / Chris Butler

Commander Webster & Captain Graham



KayKay











Schools

ATL



VHCA Education Committee

We strive to:

(1) Support our VAHI neighborhood schools

(2) Keep neighbors informed regarding their local 
school(s)

(3) Work with Atlanta Public Schools to advocate 
for the neighborhood’s educational goals

Did you know VHCA gives 
grants annually to support each 
of our neighborhood schools?

Melissa

   …and
Virginia-Highland Elementary 

(opening Fall 2023!)



      Virginia-Highland      
       Elementary School 

Melissa

   Principal: Terry Harness
        Opening Fall 2023





Neighborhood 
Planning

ATL



Planning for Livability in VAHI

● Safe Routes to School 
● Vision Zero supported biking, pedestrian and driving 

street improvements for our neighbors and visitors 
● Developments we’re tracking:                                     

○ Ponce & Ponce
○ Atlanta Botanical Gardens (former Cantoni property)

Amy

Our 2023 Livability & Planning Priorities 

Join us! Fill out our interest form and 
we’ll find a place for your energy! 

We’ll need your support!



Parks

ATL



John Howell Park Renovation
● Concept Plan to Design Plan 
● Fundraising Begins! 

Jess 



Ways to Get Involved

● Join the VHCA
● Get The VOICE
● Volunteer for a Park Clean-Up
● Join a Committee (Parks, Communications, 

Planning, Historic, Tour of Homes, 
Summerfest, Education, Transportation)

● Join the VHSP (Safety)
● Attend neighborhood events
● Donate to John Howell Park project
● Join Virginia-Highland School PTO or donate

Leah

VHCA membership



Get involved in 2023!

Questions ??


