VHCA CALENDAR

General Meetings:

March 6,7:30 pm

April 3,7:30 pm

May 8,7:30 pm

Ponce de Leon Branch Library

Board Meetings:
March 4, 7:00 pm
April |,7:00 pm
May 6, 7:00 pm
YWCA

Planning Committes:
March 27, 7:30 pm

April 24,7:30 pm

May 29, 7:30 pm

Ponce de Leon Branch Library
PEDS Walks:

March 11,5:30 pm

April 8,5:30 pm

May 13, 5:30 pm

Highland CVS parking lot
Location of meetings is subject to
change.

Become a member
www.vahi.org
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VHCA UNVEILS NEW WEB SITE FORTHE
NEW YEAR AND YEARS TO COME

Ging Davis

The Virginia-Highland Civic Association exists to serve our community. The VHCA, is
able to thrive because of the support of board members, committee and chair mem-
bers, volunteers, fundraisers, and membership dues.

But non-profits like ours don't
live by the good works of mem-
bers alone — they need broad-
based community support and
community awareness. Getting
the word out is a constant chal-
lenge. Creating a sense of who
we are, what we do, and how
people can get involved is critical
to our success. For a non-profit
organization on a limived budger,
a well-developed Web site can be
the most effective cormerstone of
good communication. It cost-
effectively provides information
to anyone who has |nternet L
access; it saves the organization postal fees associated with mailing information, and the
personal time of volunteers providing information verbally over the telephone.
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These days, the VHCA, is fortunate indeed. Board member Seth Lynn, managing direc-
tor for Internet development and consulting firm Genex, has donated the company’s
expertse and energies to redesign the YHCA's Web site at www.vahi.org.

The comprehensive Web site was designed to include information for everyone
interested in the Virginia-Highland Civic Association and the community at large.

One imporwnt feature located on the home page allows site visitors 1o receive
regular community email updates from the VHCA. All visitors who submit their email
addresses by March 31 will be eligible to win dinner for two at La Tavola Trattoria.

Mo visit to the site will be complete without stopping by the “join” section, which
includes information on how you can support the VHCA, plus a “print and mail” mem-
bership form. The association is grateful to Genex for this generous donation of the
new, improved YHCA Web site, which will serve our community well for this new year
and for many years to come.

Should your company need Internet consulting or Web development services, we
encourage you to contact Genex at www.genex.com or 404.592.3000.




FIGHT BACK AGAINST CRIME

Beth Marks

Virginia-Highland is a greart place to live. We welcome visi-
tors to our neighborhood, but we want criminals who want
to cammit robbery, assaults, burglaries. larcenies, and auto
theft to think otherwise.

For the last three years,a portion of the Virginia-Highland
neighborhood has had additional off-duty police patrolling
the area through a Program called Fight Back Against Crime
(FBAC). The FBAC area Is the northwest quadrant of
Virginia-Highland bordered by Virginia and Hudson to the
south, Lanier and North Virginia to the east, Amsterdam to
the north and Monroe to the west. The program has actual-
Iy existed for over || years (with a two year period in
1997-1998 when it was inactive because we did not have
enough members). During the years that FBAC has been
active, the FBAC area averaged only 4 crimes per month (in
the year 2001 it averaged only 2.4 per month). In the two
years that FBAC was inactive, crime increased to as high as
19 incidents per month.

This proactive program is so successful that crime has
dropped to a level where people are unfortunately not as
concerned as they should be. We are finding it more diffi-
cult to maintain our membership to the level we need to
keep this extremely worthwhile program going. VWhether
you were a previous member that dropped ourt for expense
reasons or a new residentc in our neighborhood or you just
have never been a member, we ask for your participation

te keep our neighberhoed a place that eriminals den't

want to visit!

What is Fight Back Against Crime?

= FBAC is an off-duty police patrol program administered
by volunteers who live in the neighborhood.

* The off-duty police are either Atlanta Police Department
(APD) officers who work in Zone 6 or are detectives in
the APD.

* The off-duty police work 4 nights per week in 5-hour
shifts per night. The times and days of the shift vary
depending on recent crime patterns.

* FBAC members receive a schedule of patrol times each
month so they know when they can call an FBAC officer
and members receive a monthly newsletter with details
of any crimes in the neighborhood, special lookouts, and
reminders of potential problems.

*» The officers drive around our pertion of the neighbor-
hood investigating anything or anyone suspicious.

= The off-duty officers carry a cell phone so an FBAC
member can contact them during their shift.

= If any problems escalate between newsletters, we notify
members via e-mail.

Become a FBAC member

You can join FBAC for $25 per month, payable semiannually.
Membership includes access to the off-duty police cell phone num-
ber, monthly schedules, monthly updates on neighborhood crime,
loockout notices as needed and an FBAC yard sign. Call the Fight
Back Against Crime vaice mail at 404-483-2677 if you have any
questions. Leave your name and number and we will get back wo
you. Or e-mail Beth Marks at bethmarks(@ix.netcom.com.
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

We've got a big year ahead of us all with lots of goings on in the Neighborhood.

First, thank you to all of you who joined or renewed their memberships in the Association and invested in the Neighborhood. We hope
that we can use your yearly investment to better our Neighborhood for all of us. Thank you too to all of you who came out on January
12 to help the Fire Station and the MNeighborhood dedicate our new fire engine, with a special thanks to Warren Bruno and the Business
Association for providing the food and beverages for the dedication.

We are of course in the midst of preparations for Summerfest 2002, which will be held on June |st and 2nd. The artist applications are
flowing in at a prodigious rate and sponsorships are lining up. Our Summerfest Chairperson, PK. Trettel, is again doing a great job of
keeping it all organized, and building on Aaron Gross, the past Chairperson’s, excellent foundation. The new Chairperson of the Artist’s
Market, Cynthia Gentry, brings a new focus and a fresh look at the process and has taken no time in getting up to speed. She will no
doubt carry on the tradition of a fantastic artist market nurtured by Kathy Barkley. We should also welcome back to Summerfest Jill
Gossett and Jean Jordan, the Volunteer Committee Co-Chairs, and Pierce Pfﬂ" our 5K Road Race Chairperson. Their efforts should
ensure another successful Summerfest, which will enabl; H&Mﬁchtlm ﬂ}"ﬁnp_ﬂwng back to the Meighborhood and supporting the
parks, schools and other worthy causes.
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A

There are always zoning issues to occupy c:urﬁ'm: but thankfully, we haven't had any ba‘# to fight (not yet anyway). Hopefully, those
neighbors who have had variance and speuig:epﬁon requests come before the Planning’ Q‘urnrmuee and Association have had a refa-
tively painless experience, As usual, there iﬁ a couple of matters on the horizon, both gﬂodﬂd bad, depending on your perspective,
A new mixed-use building is planned for the Southeast comer of North Highland and Amsterdam. The owner of the property and his
architects are working with the ﬁsmmﬂ&q mqs,dasm that everyone can agree on (or at ieashg‘::ept] and it should be an asset to the
Meighborhood,

-

r ‘ it won't be the Cotton Club). The

space will be builc out shortly. No

The old Hilan Theater (the building behind !
interior of the property at 798 and 800
word on what kind of tenant will occupy & license for the space. Based on past
eourt rulings, it appears that the owner B Space W p to |28 parking spaces - meaning a 12,800

square foot restaurant or other use for t s e a ngthe p withii the o and we have been assured that

Smarbucks and Ben & Jerry's will be smirﬁ' The owner rna'f lf-sn redesign thu front of the building to resurrect the storefront of the

old theater.

Some residents of the Atkins Park portion uf rﬁm hm blr_n nﬁ:m.q‘nplﬁng aﬂpb_ﬂng for resident-only parking permits

on St. Charles (between North Highland ﬁrlargiﬂ‘fj e-ugt;ﬂne and St. Louis Avenues, Parking is of course an issue for all
Neighborhood residents that live within a block or two of North Highland Avenue. It is, however, not a new issue, and one that has
confronted the neighborhood for many years, as the shops and residants thag hrului make our Nelghborhood a vibrant community have
been around for decades, and long before I'I'H'n;r of us b&.@l‘k our Homes. The: TheNelghborhood should look long and hard at the issue of
resident parking permits and consider whither the 3doption of slch an ordinince 117 the best Tterests of the Neighborhood as a
whole. If certain streets are restricted, mﬂmﬁctémllébﬂy ﬁ:gg&mr on th%:hat are not. Wall streets are restricted, our commercial
districts will surely die. As we all know, there are ﬁmpl-_r nat encigh [md no parking decks) for the parking requirements of
all of the businesses in the Neighborhood. |Clr|= %gﬂjia{facﬁnf Elfe r s aud is vital to the businesses, which add to the char-
acter of the Meighborhood and help o make |F J:? mnh.ﬂanﬂ. 1 |

As many of you know, a study of the North ngl'dand Cmﬂdur was c-::mpﬁatgd mcenr}y nnd the bond referendum from November was
supposed to include money for implementatian of the m#TMﬁm node for Impmwpmbwn; to be the corer of MNarth Highland
and Virginia Avenues. It is so far unclear whether the City wil spend the money on implementation. Please keep contacting our
Councilmember,Anne Fauver, our at large Councilmembers, Ceasar Mitchell, Mary Norwood and Lamar Wills, and of course, Council
President Cathy Woolard, Let them know how we want to see our money spent.

Please visit our new and improved website at www.ahi.org. All the information about the Association is included there, plus e-mail
links o members of the Board, the officers and the committees. In the Summerfest section, there is alzo an on-line form for volunteers
and a downloadable Artist Market Application. Thanks to Seth Lynn and the good folks at Genex, we have a new look and updated con-
tent. We also have a new logo. Look for it at Summerfest on shirts, hats, license plates and coffee mugs.

| can't forget our Voice Editors - thank you to Krista Miller and our newest Editor. Jenn Ballentine, for all their hard work in putting this
edition together (and giving me extra time beyond the deadline to submit this piece). We appreciate their hard work and dedication.

Best wishes to all of you in this New Year. Please join us at our meetings and get involved in your committees, Every helping hand (and
poing of view) is always welcomed and appreciated.



ASK OFFICER DAVE

Q: Dear Officer Dave,

| hear that crime is down in Atanta, but what does that

mean{ d
Crime Curious
A: Dear Crime Curious,

When a city states that its crime rate is down, it is using a
nation-wide standard of comparing crime called Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR). The Official UCR. Report is published by all
cities in the Linited States. All repores of crime are defined the
same, no matter what city ‘the erime oceurs in. Only the seven
worst classes of crime get counted for the “Crime Rate™. They
are Homicide, Rape, Robbery, Aggravated Assault, Burglary, Theft,
and Auto Theft. They are called Part One Crime, and each of
these Part One Crimes gets counted as one crime per offense.
Other crimes like vandalism, drugs, and weapon possessions,
although they are feloples, are counted as Part Two Crimes. The
Part Two Crimes are not counted as “Crime Rate" offenses.

After the Part One Crimes are counted and totaled, they are
compared with the rate of Part One Crimes during the same
month of the previous year. The year-to-date totals are also
compared,

While the official 2001 UCR Crime Report has not yet been
released, it appears that the Crime Rate for Atanta has
decreased by +/-T% since 2000. Beat &0, the Virginia Highland
area, is not included in the UCR but it s estimated that crime in
our neighborhood is dawn by +/-11%.

However, we must remain alere for trouble, Always call 911 at
the first sign of anything suspicious. “four call may assist in con-
tinuing to lower the crime rate in our neighborhood.

Officer Dave

Spring is just around
the corner. Literally.

,

sham

gardens
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INTOWN WOMEN’S GROUPTO
HOST CHARITY FUNDRAISER

Lansrie Dugeniths

On April 11,2002, the Intown Women's Group will be hosting
its annual charity fundraiser. This year’s event will be an Art
and Silent Auction for the benefit of MY HOUSE, a long-term
transitional home for children who cannot be released from
the hospital 1o their mother’s care.

The event will be held at the Trolley Barn in Inman Park from
6:30 — 10:30 p.m. with a preview of art and a silent auction of
selected items from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Payment received before
April 3rd is $20; admission at the door is $30. Checks can be
made payable and mailed to Intown Women's Group at:

PO.Box | 1542
Atlanta, GA 30355

Please note: anly checks and cash will be accepted for silent
auction items, but art auction items can be paid for with a
credit card. Please call 404-228-2434

if you would like additional F
information.

TAKING CARE
OF THE TREES
IN OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

Kenyettn Lindsey

Addanta has many majestic trees that provide a great value to
the City. Trees need our attention and respect in arder to
remain healthy and safe for public enjoyment The trees that
line our streets and thrive in our parks are public rrees belong-
ing to the City. The City provides pruning and removal of dead,
dying. or diseased trees and has developed laws to protect
these assets.

Unfortunately, Atanta does lose part of its tree canopy due to
natural occurrences such as windstorms, drought, lce, as well as
mechanical damage. The City works hard to plant tress in
order to restore our natural tree coverage. Our tree replace-
maent plan coincides with the City tree ordinance established
to enforce a “no net loss of trees” policy within the City. Our
Parks Bureau has an Arborist to uphold the City's policy on
trees.

Pruning trees properly requires skill, so to prevent abuse
please cansult with a City Arbarist before attempting any work
on public trees. For more information or questions concerning
the tree ordinance, trimming and removal of public trees
pledse contact one of the Parks Arborises: Kenyetta Lindsay at
(404} BI7-6853 or Sandra DeWitt at (404) B17-6814.



FIRE STATION #19
DEDICATES NEW
STATE-OF-THE-ART ENGINE
Jenn Baflentine

The City of Atlanta Fire Department dedicated Fire
Engine #19 on January 12, 2002 at 2:00 p.m. at Fire
Station #19 on the corner of M. Highland Avenue
and Los Angeles Avenue. Fire officials, city officials,
and over 100 members of the Virginia-Highland
community braved the rain and cold to attend the
dedication ceremony, celebrating safety and applaud-
ing the firefighters for their hard work and dedica-
tion to the community.

The ceremony began with an address by the Atlanta
Fire Captain of Station |19, Raymond Bearden.
Following the address, members of local Boys and
Girls Scout troops led the audience in the pledge
of allegiance and the Atlanta Gay Men's Chorus
performed a splendid rendition of our MNational
Anthem. Supporters of the event and of Station
#19 including Atlanta City Councilwoman (District
6),Anne Fauver and Steven Kushner, President of the
Virginia Highland Civic Association pledged their
appreciation and continued support of the station.
After a brief invocation, Atlanta Fire Chief Winston
L. Minor dedicated the new engine and the neigh-
borhood kids finally got the chance to get behind

the wheel of the new fire truck. M I DT O W N
DENTAL CENTER

This new fire engine is the first of 43 pieces of new Dr. E. Bryan Smith

apparatus’ expected to be distributed throughout Dr. Stanley G. Carter

Atlanta until December 2002. This new equipment (404} B74-0800 * 550 Ponce Dy Leon Ava., Suile 8008

is a state of the art 2001 Spartan Quality 2000 GPM Fotoniwd iberzi

Pumper. This machine is designed to make fire sup- K

pression faster and safer, thereby making our com- (404) 874-0800

munity a safer place to live. Call Today For

An Appointment
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THE HISTORY AND FUTURE OF

JOHN HOWELL PARK
Stephoree Coffin
in the last issue of the Virginia Mighland Voice. Tinka Green wrote about the origins {TTTIT
and highlights of John Howsll Park. | would Bl to update you on the Porks more  [RRAL mmmm | £
li"""l " |'- B
|

recent history. In September 2000, the john Howell Park board resigned and the %
Virginia Highland Civic Association became an active partner of the park with the __.._.-——-_'_- :

Parks Department.

As Parks Chair, | agreed to become Maintenance Coordinator for the park and did a
number of things to help Improve the park over the course of 2000, including mulching
the playground area. ensuring that the broken lights in the center of the park were fixed,
and pruning all the large trees with branches that overhung pedestrian and activity areas, thereby immediately stopping
the problem of falling limbs and adding life to the mature trees.

The Civic Association’s contract with Mike Ferreira from Dreamseape Designs continued and was solidified by a new sign that announced
the public-private partnership that has so benefited the park. Mike and his erew mows, plants flowers, adds mulch, and handles the regular
maintenance of the park along with the City of Atanta Parks Department. Mike reseeded the top part of the meadow this fall and will do
the bottom of the meadow this spring.

In September 2001, Mike and | continued to implement the john Howell Master Plan primarily in areas that had either never been land-
scaped and also in the areas that were bare and empry. We concentrated in three spots: zlong Arcadia and the back fence, right in the
center of the park along Virginia. and along Barnetr as these were areas that had suffered from heavy Summerfest use. The Civic
Association contributed $3,500, the Civic fund gave $1,000, Dream Scaps donared $750, and we received $2,000 in tree domations from
Trees Atlanta and from a neighborhood developer — a big thank you goes to these organizations and individuals for their help! The park
looks great and the new landscaping is almost finished. Although you can only see the winter plant accents right now, the new bushes and
flowers will really show this spring!

Currently, we are just waiting for the last three large trees to be installed this spring along Arcadia. The park alio neads more garbage cans
and about $1,000 to complete the landscaping plans. Donations are accepted! Please call me, Stephanie Coffin. Maintenance Coordinator
for John Howell Park at (404) B74-0523 if you see any problems in the park or if you would like to contribute to making John Howell Park
a healthier, prettier park!

TASTE GREAT, LESS FILLING:
POPULATION DENSITY AND VIRGINIA HIGHLAND IN CONTEXT

Ovp Galagher

As a board member | have heard many people lament that Virginia Highland has become too dense; too many people in too little space or
if you like, same space too many peaple. | shared this information with 1 longtime resident of our neighborhood who replied that the
opposite was true; the neighborhood is less dense today than it was thirty years ago.While this may seem counterintuitive, a number of
factors seem to support his clalm thatVirginia Highland In 2002 might be less dense that Virginia Highland In 1972, Decades ago many
houses In the community were lllegal multi-family dwellings with four, five and even six units. A number of houses ware demolished when
the Department of Transportation planned a freeway off-ramp that would have bisected the neighborhood. Imagine standing in Inman
Middle School’s soccer field and looking south, The soccer field, John Howell Park, the new town house development on 5t. Charles and
the empty lot (soon to be developed?) that fronts Ponce at the entrance to Freedom Parkoway were filled with typical Virginia Highland
bungalows. Another reason why the less-dense (versus more filling) argument might be true is that the population of Fulton County,
according to the Brookings Institution, declined by 2.5% from 1970 to 1980, from 605,210 to 589,904, In this same time period the city of
Adanta lost over |4% of its population. More than likely this loss reflected white flight our of in-town neighborhoods

What might appear like greater density (persons per square mile) is really an increase in visitisity (visitors (o VH per square mile); cur
neighborhood has become a magnet for shoppers, eaters, strollers and revelers. |t is possible then, for our neighborhood to actually be
less dense, but appear more dense because of a greater amount of visitors and the resulting increase in pedestrian activity and Increased
traffic. each of which create the impression that more people live here. Virginia Highland - Tastes great, less filling.



THE HIGHLAND HOE-ER
John Wolfinger
We're just about to enter the most exciting season of the gardening year - SPRING! You've ogled at the nursery and seed
catalogues, been awed at the Southeastern Flower Show, and cruised the neighborhood garden centers - now you're ready to
spend a fortune on plants. Whoa - slow down! If you are new to gardening, Mother Nature doesn't offer instant gratifica-
tion. Gardening takes and teaches patience, and lots of it. You've got lots to do before you see the first bleom in your dirt.
You need graph paper, your camera, and then, a shovel and lots of nasty manure. First, photograph your prospective bed
from a variety of angles, making sure you get the backgrounds you either want to enhance or hide. Remember where you
stood to take these initial shots so you can take identical photos in future months and years to chart your garden’s progress.
Keep these photos in a garden album and use it to make decisions on future fill-in plantings, movement of plants, or dig-ocuts
on your mistakes. This album can also be a source of pride as you watch your “family” of plants grow and mature, rewarding
you with their beauty of foliage and blooms.

Mext, measure your future bed, and using your photos, sketch out the footprint on the graph paper. Then site your plants
on paper, taking into consideration their mature spreads and heights. It's much easier to move them on paper than it is to
actually dig them up in a year or two to accommodate their growth.

Mow - you're ready to dig. Get out that shovel and spade, and re-spade as deeply as you can get; roots on larger plants don't
necessarily sit on the top & inches of soil, so help them get down as deeply as they want to go. Work out all the rocks, weed
roots, urban debris and get the soil broken down to a tilth that will make it easy to plant in and make it easy for the plants
to spread out their roots. Now go to a local garden center and consult with a nursery person as to what amendments you'll
need for your type of soil and the types of plants you want to use. Then buy lots of soil enhancers (and | mean LOTS).
Don't skimp dollars on this most important part of the planting process; you don't want to put a $10.00 plant into a 10-cent
hole. | wish | could have back all the money | wasted in my early gardening years planting in 10-cent holes. My plants and
soil love the mushroom compost from Intown Hardware, which unlike many lower priced products, is weed seed free.

Finally, after spading in your bags and bags of soil enhancers, being sure to get them mixed in the soil as deeply as you initially
dug down, you are ready to begin carefully planting.

| realize that these initial pre-planting steps take a lot of time, patience and money and are a real pain, but as a person who
has wasted a lot of hard-earned dollars on plant purchases, they are very necessary to reach a satisfying and rewarding end
product. So trust me, the time and money spent is well worth it

The state of Georgia provides us gardeners with a wonderful source for seeds and plants - it's the “Farmers Market Bulletin™.
Mailed to you free of charge, it's a weekly paper that is full of ads that are a hoot to read and respond to. Contact them at

404-656-3608 or at www.agr.state ga.us/mbsite/index.html for a copy.

My offer that | made in the last issue of the VOICE to be the contact person
for a neighborhood plant exchange still stands. Rather than just adding your
overly prolific plants to the compost pile, wouldn't it be great to give them a
new garden home and get a new garden buddy as well. Please contact me,
John Welfinger, at 404-876-5023, at jjonww arthlink.net, or at 1054 Vance
Avenue to be on the giving and receiving lists. | still have lots of rooting
stalks of brugmansia (trumpet tree) in white. yellow, pink and apricot to
give away. I'd love to see some on every block in the neighboerhood.

| hope to hear from you soon. Have a wonderful gardening season,
and don't forget to support our local garden centers. Ve need
them and they need us.

Visit our website at www.vahi.org
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Atlania’s Best
if You Buy Hardware 8 Garden is
#ﬂﬂm Right On The Corner
No lines=No waiting=No hassies

vegetarian super-
Eden. Save upto market filled with
25 percent over tasty organic foods,
supermarketsand  a few doors from
health stores the Tara Theatre.
O a restnictive Vitamin Ato
diet? Visit Return ~ organic zucchind,
to Eden lor a vanety wow! All at-
nhi fmu.sl that fit your
chel and taste L
Enjoy shopping

ELECTRIC TRAIN SALES & SERVICE
855 Highland Terrace NE #6
Atlanis, Georgin 30308
A04-852-3110

MANY TYPES OF MODEL TRAINS REPAIRED
OLD TRAIN SPECIALIST - LARGE PARTS SUPPLY
BUY, SELL, & TRADE

CPA? Midtown Place Chir opr uctic

Your name could be here!! Dr. Patrick G
Volunteer your time and professional skill r. Fatric w0

to help the VHCA with tax preparation 650 Ponce De LFU" Ave. #620B
and get an ad here all year. Atlanta, Ga. 30308
Contact Treasurer Wiley Sommerville (404)885-1414
404-881-1003 www.midtownplacechiro.com

{Across from City Hall East)

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES WITHTIP, INC.

Nathan Cagle, Atlanto TIF Crisis Team Manoger

The Atlanta Fire Department and Trauma Intervention Programs, Inc. (TIP) are looking for caring people willing to be part of a team of
citizen volunteers who provide emotional and practical suppart to the survivors of crisls events, These modermn-day Good Samaritans
will be called Into the community to support those who are emationally shaken as a result of tragic events,

*  Families after the sudden liness or death of a loved one

+  Children left alone after the injury or death of their parents
*  Victims of domestic viclence and other crimes

*  Parents of children who have died

*  Vicims of house fires

Anyone who iz emotiomally traumatized

Wi need citirens willing to be trained as crisis responders In Athnta. No experience it necessary. To regiiter for an upcoming training.
please call B6&-666-6T11 (Toll Free) or visit the website at www tipnational.org, For more information about your local TIR call the
Atlanta area contact at 404-853-43 14,



FIGHT BACK AGAINST CRIME

Bath Marks

Virginia-Highland is a great place to live.We welcome visi-
tors to our neighborhood, but we want criminals who want
to commit robbery, assaults, burglaries, larcenies, and auto
theft to think otherwise.

For the last three years, a portion of the Virginia-Highland
neighborhood has had additional off-duty police patrolling
the area through a Program called Fight Back Against Crime
(FBAC).The FBAC area is the northwest quadrant of
Virginia-Highland bordered by Virginia and Hudsen to the
south, Lanier and Morth Virginia to the east, Amsterdam to
the north and Monroe to the west. The program has actual-
ly existed for over | | years (with a two year period in
1997-1998 when it was inactive because we did not have
enough members). During the years that FBAC has been
active, the FBAC area averaged only 4 crimes per month (in
the year 2000 it averaged only 2.4 per month). In the two
years that FBAC was inactive, crime increased to as high as
|9 incidents per month,

This proactive program is so successful that erime has
dropped to a level where people are unfortunately not as
concerned as they should be. ¥We are finding it more diffi-
cult to maintain our membership to the level we need to
keep this extremely worthwhile program going. Whether
you were a previous member that dropped out for expense
reasons or a new resident in our neighbarhood ar you just
have never been a member, we ask for your participation
to keep our neighborhood a place that criminals don'e
want to visit!

What is Fight Back Against Crime?

* FBAC is an off-duty police patrol program administered
by volunteers who live in the neighborhood.

+ The off-duty palice are either Atanta Police Department
(APD) officers who wark in Zone & or are detectives In
the APD,

* The off-duty police work 4 nights per week in 5-hour
shifts per night. The times and days of the shift vary
depending on recent crime patterns.

* FBAC members receive a schedule of patrol times each
month so they know when they can call an FBAC officer
and members receive a monthly newsletter with details
of any crimes in the neighborhood, special lookouts, and
reminders of potential problems.

* The officers drive around our portion of the neighbor-
hood investigating anything or anyone suspicious

* The off-duty officers carry a cell phone so an FBAC
member can contact them during thelr shife

= If any problems escalate between newsletters, we notify
members via e-mail,

Become a FBAC member

You can join FBAC for $25 per month, payable semiannually,
Membership includes access to the off-duty police cell phone num-
ber, monthly schedules, monthly updates on neighborhoad crime,
lockout notices as needed and an FBAC yard sign. Call the Fight
Back Against Crime volce mall at 404-483-2677 if you have any
questions. Leave your name and number and we will get back to
you. Or e-mall Beth Marks at beth.marks({@ix.netcom.com.
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Steven Kushner, Presiden: 4043716945
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Seeve Luben,Vice President 404-TI40T30

Chair Public Safery Commirtes
Wiley Sommerville, Treasurer 404-881-1003
Louise Glarcy, Secretary 404.875-2107

T increase your home's resale value, we suggest an Cn-l:l'c:r%w Education
effective lawn ornament such as this, Chip Gallaghes, Chair, Membership Committee 404-249-6390
Conne Ward-Cameron, Atking Park Rep 404.876-0813
Kevin Cronin, Chair, Flanning Committes 404-872.5995
» . Kris Reinhard 404.876- 1304
Sandy D’Aprile RE/MAX Soth Lon PN
Greater Atlanta In Town SO e ke 4048150977
Qur resident expert, David Ferguson, "Ask Officer Duve" 404-702- 1734
serving our neighborhood real estate needs since 1983, VHCA COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Nobody knows us better. Nobody cares more P Tresred, Co-Chair. Summerfest 404.875-5889
Jean jordan, Co-Chasr; Summerfest Vohunteers 4047244938
8 Gossees, Co-Chair, Summerfest Volunteers #04-891-3112
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